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Ministerial Musings, December 2009 

 

 
One Sunday recently I talked (in passing) about the co-creative powers of God in three òpersonsó.  I talked 
specifically about the Sophia (WISDOM) tradition in the Hebrew Bible and Old Testament and about the Logos 
(WORD) tradi tion in the New Testament.  òLogosó and òSophiaó are names given to the co-creative powers that, 
with God brought the world and creation into being, from the perspectives of different cultural traditions.   

In both the ancient Middle East and in ancient Gr eece, our spiritual parents (as we do now, and have throughout 
time) sought for creative and poetic ways to speak the larger-than-limits truth that God is beyond the boundaries 
within which we live a speak and move and have our being ~ that Godõs creative force, in all its deep mystery 
and profound majesty defies human comprehension ~ and is beyond us; has always been, is and will be creating.  
Deeply moving music, great works of art, performing arts that take into realms of deep thought and by which we 
are deeply moved, all are informed by Spirit, all are of Sophia and Logos.   
 
It is easy to think in terms of greatness, majesty and mystery, Spirit, God, Logos, Sophia as though the go most 
naturally together.  Many find it much harder to think that God is a lso made evident and real in simple 
expressions of common caring.  Not all of us have a great work of art in us. However, made in the Image of God, 
we are all called to BE great works of art, and to make Godõs love real in the world around us. 
 
I am taken with a piece written by Elizabeth Johnson in which she articulates and explores Sophia-energy.  As 
you read this piece, please set it into the context of our denominationõs call to us to understand that God is, 
indeed, still speaking ~ and if so, still cre ating, still calling, still being in our midst. Sophia, co -creative energy 
force with God is powerful...  
 
òHers is the power of person-making among those diminished by pain who do not know their own dignity;  
Hers the grace of conversion to turn from dead-end ways to walk the path of newness of life;  
Hers the light of conscience;  
Hers the power to shake up assured certainties and introduce the grace of a new question;  
Hers the strength to foment discomfort among the unduly comfortable;  
Hers the oil of comfort (cum + fortis, òmaking strongó) known in experiences that heal refresh and invigorate; 
Hers the vigor that energizes the fire of active, out- going love, the creative power that  knits us into life 
continuously and mends the torn fabric of our lives, forming in the process fine new and possibly surprising 
patterns.ó 
From She Who Is: The Mystery of God in Feminist Theological Discourse by Elizabeth A. Johnson New York: Crossroad, 1992 
 
 
In this season of tender mystery, of searching for the òperfect giftó for those we love; letõs us turn inward, away 
from blaring music and glittery gimmicks, to the silent, comforting and commanding presence before the òstill 
small voice within...and become in our selves co-creators with God of a world in which Godõs WISDOM/Word is 
made real through us in the life of another ~  
 
So may it be. 
 
In faith,    

Claire  
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POINSETTIA DONATION  

Each year the Womenõs Federation accepts Poinsettia Donations providing our church family the 

opportunity to gift a Christmas Poinsettia Plant in honor of or in memory of loved one s. The 

Christmas Poinsettia Plants will beautify our sanctuary on Sunday, December 20, 2009.  After 

the service all the plants will be delivered to persons who need to be remembered by the 

Church during the Christmas Season. The cost of each plant is $10.0 0.  

If you would like to gift a Poinsettia please complete a Poinsettia Donation form, making checks 

payable to The Womenõs Federation and turn into the Church Office on or prior to Sunday, 

December 13, 2009 . Additional order forms are located on the table  in the Narthex.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2009 POINSETTIA DONATION  
 
Name___________________________________________________________ 
 
In Loving Honor of__________________________________________________ 
 

 
In Loving Memory of________________________________________________ 
 

 
Please make checks payable to: 
 The Womenôs Federation 
 
Please send checks and completed forms to the Church Office at:   
 130 West Main Street    Plainville, CT  06062 
 
Deadline:  Sunday, December 13, 2009 
 
Price:  $10.00  (No orders accepted without prepayment.) 
 
All plants will be donated to persons who need to be remembered by the Church during the Christmas 
season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  MISSION-SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE NEWS  

 YOUR MSAC: Audrey, Carol, Joni, Mary, Pauline, Rinette, Robin, and Ruthe 

 
Covenant to Care for Children Christmas Wish Tree 

 

Again this year, we hope to make Christmas just a little brighter for the children of our ñadoptedò Covenant to 

Care for Children DCF social worker Lynn Ludwin.  There is a Christmas tree in the narthex decorated with 

tags.  Please take a tag, and then purchase the childôs Christmas wish.  Be sure to return the tag affixed to the 

wrapped or unwrapped gift on or before Sunday, December 13
th

.  On the 13
th
, for unwrapped gifts, we will 

wrap the gifts following the morning worship service.  Lynn will then deliver the Christmas gifts the following 

week, in time to make her young clients very, very happy.  In advance, thank you for your warm, caring 

generosity. 

 
Christmas Care Package Outreach for 

Webster Correctional Institut ion 

 

In last monthôs Steeple, we published Rev. Carol Salkaôs letter to our church.  As the chaplain at the Webster 

Correctional Institution in Cheshire, Rev. Salka wrote to ask our church to participate in her annual Christmas 

Care Package Outreach for the inmates.  Your Mission-Social Action Committee has placed a box in the 

narthex for collecting only the items listed below.  Thank you for your donations. 

The last day for donating is Sunday, December 6
th

.   
 

As in past years, we ask that you give only the items listed below.  Each Christmas bag must be identical and can 

only contain the following approved items: 

Soap (bath size) 

Toothbrush (adult size) 

Toothpaste (large 6.2 oz) 

Instant hot chocolate (individual packets) 

Hard candies (individually wrapped) 

Deodorant (no glass or womenôs deodorant) 

From Rev. Carol Salkaôs letter, ñ..As we have received from the fullness of Godôs grace, may we reach out with 

that grace by giving generously to those who are imprisoned and alone at Christmas.  As we give to His beloved 

óleast of theseô, it is a service of love to the One Who is our Source and Who gave His very life for usò.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 

 



Christmas Fund Offering ï December 20
th            

 

2009 Theme:  ñPrepare the wayéò 
 

Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension and health premium supplementation to low-income retirees, 

emergency assistance to the families of clergy and lay employees and Christmas Gift Checks to hundreds of 

annuitants.  In 2009, the Christmas Fund is celebrating 107 years of continuous ministry.  In 2008 the Christmas 

Fund received $1,600,000 and nearly 1,500 families were assisted.  Our goal is to provide at least $1,650,000 in 

assistance from the 2009 appeal. 

 

The proceeds from The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund are used to 

provide gifts to clergy and lay employees in all stages of their lives and ministries to and through the UCC.  The 

availability of these funds is critical to the ability of the Board for Ministerial Assistance to help ensure a 

sustainable quality of life for those who ultimately receive the gifts.  As we approach the 2009 Advent season, 

we find ourselves living through one of the longest protracted recessions in anyoneôs memory.  During 2009 the 

Pension Boards have received an average of 3 to 4 new requests for assistance, each week!  Response to those 

requests is possible because of dollars given to the Christmas Fund.  The gifts go directly to those who serve or 

have served the church, in their moments of critical need.  Currently, nearly 1,500 families have received either 

a one-time grant or are receiving continued assistance through your gifts to the Christmas Fund Offering. 

 

Your generous contributions through participation in the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the 

Emergency Fund can and do make a difference in the lives of many. 

 

The theme for the 2009 Christmas Fund Offering is:  "Prepare the way..." 
 

Prepare the wayéthrough your participation in the Annual Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and 

the Emergency Fund.  Godôs people have lived through terrible and terrifying times throughout history.  There 

is one constant that remains true even in these times:  God has never forsaken the promise to care for the 

covenant people 

 

Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of retirees whose low income annuities make 

it difficult to meet increasing living costs.  This is your opportunity to participate in God's promise of renewal 

by enabling this ministry of compassion and care. 

 

The Christmas Fund Offering will be collected on Sunday, December 20
th

.  In advance, thank you for your 

donations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

SHHHHHHHH.....Can you keep a secret??????????? 
 

Five years ago, when Shirley Brown turned 90, many of us shared in her 

surprise birthday celebration with coffee hour refreshments provided by 

Betsey and Russ. Amazingly, everyone kept the secret, and Shirley was 

surprised. 

 

Our challenge now is to do it again!  Betsey and Russ invite all members 

of the church to surprise Shirley for her 95th with cake and coffee on 

Sunday, December 13 in Kelsey Hall after church. We hope you can 

make it!  If you need a ride, please call the Church Office  

at 860-747-1901. 

 

By the way, Shirleyôs actual birthday is December 7th. She loves cards, 

especially funny ones, so if you can take a moment to send her one, sheôd 

love it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



           

                                             Will You Grant a Wish? 
 

There are many items  
the Church needs, 

Sized big and sized small. 
Choose from our Wish List; 
Thereôs something for all! 

*************************************************************************** 
The Churchôs Wish List 
Plumbing/Heating Repairs   $150.00 

Office Supplies    $50.00 Use Scrip cards for Supplies and be 
         twice as nice to our Church! 
 
Donations of Scrip gasoline cards, Scrip grocery cards, and dietetic foods gratefully accepted by our Minister for 
assistance to those in need.  Canned and dry goods are collected on Communion Sunday for the Plainville Food 
Pantry.  Helping hands make a wonderful gift, too. 
***************************************************************************If 

ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŀƴ ƛǘŜƳ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛǘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ²ƛǎƘ List for the Church, please  
write the name of the item in the memo portion of your donation check.  Your check can be made  
payable to the Congregational Church of Plainville and placed in the offering plate or in an envelope 
 in the Church Office mail slot.  Your donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

     May God Bless you for your generosity! 

 
 

 

 
 

For those of you who have been waiting for information on the Mystery Dinner, youôll 
have to wait a bit longer as the date has been moved to January 23, 2010. Mark your 
calendar! 
 
 
 

                                                                                                        
      

 

 

 

 

 

Thrift Shop News!!  

We need volunteers to work at the 

Thrift Shop on Wednesdays and 

Thursdays! 

Please call or see Fran(747-9989) or 

Bonnie(747-6483) to sign up. 

 



 
Christmas in Fredericksburg: A Christmas Play for All Ages 

 

Our Director of Choirs, Matthew Bartlett, has written an original work: Christmas in 

Fredericksburg, and you and your children are invited to premier this piece!   The 

play sets a scene that takes place in December of 1862, and in it we follow the paths 

of many people as they struggle through the Civil War after the Union defeat at 

Fredericksburg.  Some of the major cast includes Robert E. Lee, Joshua Lawrence 

Chamberlain, Abraham Lincoln, Mary Todd Lincoln, Stonewall Jackson, Ulysses S. 

Grant and many other Civil War characters.  If you would like to be a part of this 

Christmas program please contact Matthew Bartlett.  All who come will have a part. 

 The performance is scheduled for the afternoon of Sunday December 20th; please 

be sure that date is free for you before you sign up! Friends are also welcome.  Thank 

you for your consideration, interest and support.   
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need COMMUNITY SERVICE Hours????? 

 

Please see/talk to Rev. Claire (747-1901 #1), the Trustees, and/or Mrs. Cone and Mrs. Colley.    
We have plenty of opportunities for those looking for Community Service hours! And we are glad to help. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank You - Food for Friends Offering 

 

During worship on Sunday, October 11
th
, the Mission-Social Action Committee asked for donations for our 

churchôs local mission with Food for Friends.  Joni Czajkowski, Coordinator for ñFood for Friendsò, delivered the 

Message of Christian Concern.  As members of the Plainville Conference of Churches, volunteers from our church 

assist every fifth week in serving a meal in Kelsey Hall to Plainville residents negatively impacted by the 

economic downturn.  Thanks to those who contributed, the Food for Friends Offering netted $395.  Thanks so 

much for caring and supporting the Plainville Conference of Churchesô Food for Friends outreach. 



                                                                                            
 

UnitedScrip ï Ongoing Fundraiser 
A BIG thanks for shopping with UnitedScrip!  This is our churchôs ongoing fundraiser. 
 

Advent is here, and Christmas is just around the corner!  Please purchase all of your gift cards through 

our churchôs scrip fundraiser.  Pick up UnitedScrip  order forms in the narthex or in Kelsey Hall.  Simply check 

which stores, restaurants, and gas stations that you frequent, then make a check out to our church and give the 

order form with a check to Carol after church in Kelsey Hall.  Blockbuster just became our newest participating 

store.  Be sure to purchase your store/gift cards for all your normal shopping needs.   

You will receive the full face value of the gift card, and our church will keep a percentage of the face value.   

Itôs win-win for all!  
 

Our Scrip Profits for 2009: $$(2009 Budget 

Target: $2,000) 

% of Annual 

Budget Achieved 

Month of Jan: $48.80  

Month of Feb: $107.90  

Month of March $143.70  

Month of April $84.55  

Month of May $99.95  

Month of June $133.75  

Month of July $43.90  

Month of August $111.75  

Month of September $102.45  

Month of October $101.35 Through October 

Total Scrip Profit for 2009: $978.10 49%  (target 83%) 
 

For October 25
th
 through November 15

th
, we thank the following church families who participated:  Astolfi, 

Bamberg, Boiczyk, Colella, Conklin, Drachenberg, Edge, Fuller, Heap, Hoerle, Janota, Johnson, Karabin, Kordes, 

Letendre, Mailhot, B. Mazurek, Michaud, Mowry, D. Pelletier, Pershken, Peterson, Potter, Seeds, Stafford, and 

Yanez, and Mission-Social Action and Diaconate for purchasing some Snowflake Fair Silent Auction Basket 

items, and Food for Friends.  Thanks! 
 

For any questions regarding our scrip fundraiser, please call Carol Peterson during the day at 747-5174. 

                                         FINANCIAL OUTLOOK                                                                                                              

                                        Expenses                                Income 
                             January $22,034.24                           $20,391.20 
                           February $17,978.25                           $20,188.39 
                               March $20,913.57                           $19,438.88 
                                  April $35,027.37                           $28,247.28 
                                  May $17,658.98                           $16,271.87 
                                 June $15,386.35                           $17,229.06 
                                  July $13,682.19                           $12,094.34 
                             August $16,301.32                           $13,720.48 
                       September $11,871.81                           $17,663.62 
                           October  $16,106.36                           $18,907.40 
                          TOTALS $186,960.44                         $184,277.52 



 

Here is your opportunity to have a personal impact on your church! 

                                               
NOMINATIONS, PLEASE!!!                                                                    

If you are looking for ways to serve the church next year (or even if you arenôt!), we have many leadership 

positions open.  We have at least 35 open positions at this time, and we havenôt confirmed if all of the other 

positions are continuing on next year.  If you are the type of person who prefers to be asked, consider yourself 

asked.  The following positions are open at this time (there may actually be a few more available): 

 

Christian Education (oversight of child and adult education): 6 positions 

Christian Stewardship (year-round stewardship education and annual pledge drive): 9 positions 

Diaconate (worship set-up, serving communion, much more):  2 positions 

Evangelism and Church Growth (fellowship and new members): 1 position 

Finance (all things financial and working with Treasurer and Financial Secretary): 1 position 

Mission-Social Action (missions of the church, social justice advocates): 2 positions 

Music (oversight of music program): 5 positions  

Personnel (oversight of personnel policies and procedures): 2 positions 

Delegates to Farmington Valley Association or UCC Connecticut Conference: 1 position 

 

In addition, we need a Church Historian and a Church Clerk (aka recording secretary). 

 

In 2009, we filled 58 of the 99 available slots.  While all who served in this way, did so because they both felt 

called and enjoyed what they were doing, we had a few people doing double-duty (serving more than one 

committee or serving as a church officer while also serving on a committee).  We had no Christian Stewardship 

Committee, needed more help on Christian Education and Music, and had no Church Historian to track the 

important events in the life of our church.   

 

If you would like more information on these various positions and what the extent of the responsibilities would be, 

please contact Ken Hodge.  Please consider filling one of these positions in the leadership of your church. 

Remember, we are the church; working together we make life here rich and rewarding for all.  

 

                                         NEED TO CONTACT THE OFFICE? 

1) Stopping by during OFFICE HOURS: 9:30 - Noon, MONDAY through FRIDAY. If I am not here, please leave 

your message in the slot in the office door. 

2) Calling 747-1901 (# 1 for the minister; #2 for the secretary) and leaving a message 

3) Emailing congregational9486@sbcgloblal.net. 

PLEASE NOTE:  THIS IS THE ONLY EMAIL ADDRESS BY WHICH YOU WILL DIRECTLY REACH 

THE OFFICE. 




