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Ministerial Musings, November2009

This formula was one to which | referred during a recent worship service:

Power = energy + intention Power is energy used with intention and purpose. Energy is not something

we own; itds something that we al/l l'ive in. It mo
know it exists but we candt put i trdoesnotexistuntlweadake e r
energy and call it power. (Seasons of the Spirit, Congregational Life, October 11, 2009)

By definition, then ~ this definition ~ we all have access to incredible power. in every moment of every
day we are given the chanceto choose how we use the power we have.

In Corinthians, Paul reminds us that we are each uniquely made in the image of our God, created, called
into being and gifted with individual gi fts, whic
your | ight wunder a bushel, 6 Jesus admoni shes. Fa
deny The Giver. Rather, let us dedicate time to discerning what our unique gifts are, to nurturing and
nourishing them (gifts at one with the Spiri t sometimes feel more like passions :)), and finally, to bringing
them to life in service to the community of faith we hold so dear ~ thereby claiming our membership in the
body of Christ.

With the intention to be a fully functioning and gifted member in the Body, realized in and through
membership in this community of faith, there is nothing under, with and through God that we cannot
accomplish together. We empower ourselves and one another through the process of allowing the energy
of the Holy Spiri t to work through our intention to utilize the gifts God has bestowed upon us, to the best
of our abilities.

Let us join together then, in bringing the transformative Power we create through this process of combining
energy and intention to bear here in the Congregational Church of Plainville, UCC and in the world around
us, today, tomorrow and in all the days to come.

No matter who you are, or whaeamewecognehereare on | ifebds

Amen.

In faith,
Claire
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P
S

Snowflake Fair Luncheon
Saturday, Nov. 14, 2009
11:0071 2:00
Delicious sandwiches

Homemade chicken soup & chili
Hot dogs
Dessert

*Sponsored by the Music Committee and choirs

Wanted: All musicians!

Do you like to sing, ring bells, make new friendad havd=UN?
Then thereb6s a spot for you i
See Choir Director Matthew Bartlett or a mmen of
TheMusic Committee.

YOUTH CHOIR begins Sunday, O #99d A
November ¥ after Church School! /,r%?%(‘\ f@ld‘

- -\/-./

Please join us!!! ( WJ i




SHHHHHHHH.....Can you keep a secret????????7???

Five years ago, when Shirley Brown turned 90, many
us shared in her surprise birthday celebration with cg
hour refreshments provided by Betsey and Russ,|
Amazingly, everyone kept the secrahd Shirleywas
surprised.

Our challenge now is to do it again! Betsey and Ru
invite all members of the church $arprise Shirley for
her 95" with cake and coffee on Sunday, December
13 in Kelsey Hall after church.We hope you can mak
it!

By t he wawctual Bilthday is Begeinbéel.7
She loves cards, especially funny ones, so if you can
a moment to send her




MISSION-SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE NEWS

YOUR MSAC: Audrey, Carol, Joni, Mary, Pauline, Rinette, Robin, and Ruthe
UnitedScrip T Ongoing Fundraiser

A BIG thanks for shopping with UnitedScrip Thisisaur chur chdés ongoing fundr

Christmas is just around the cornérlease pick upnitedScrip order forms in the narthex or in Kelsey

Hall. Simply check which stores, restaurants, and gas stations that you frequent, then make a @heck out t
our church and give the order form with a check to Carol after church in Kelsey Hall. Blockbuster just
became our newest participating store. Be sure to purchase your store/gift cards for all your normal
shopping needs. You will receive the full facdue of the gift card, and our church will keep a percentage

of the f acewinvfarhbllue. 't 6s win
Our Scrip Profits for 2009:  $$(2009 Budget % of Annual
Target: $2,000) Budget Achieved
Month of Jan: $48.80
Month of Feb: $107.90
Month of March $143.70
Month of April $84.55
Month of May $99.95
Month of June $133.75
Month of July $43.90
Month of August $111.75
Month of September $102.45 Through September
Total Scrip Profit for 2009: $876.75 44% (target 75%)

For Septenber 28" throughOctober 18, we thank the following church families wiparticipated: Astolfi,
Bamberg, Blanchard, Boiczyk, Drachenberg, Edge, Fuller, Hodge, Hoerle, Karabin, Bonnie Mazurek, K.
Mazurek, Letendre, Mowry, D. Pelletid?etersonPotter,andSeeds Thanls!

For any questions regarding our scrip fundraiser, please call Carol Peterson during the dé&y &t747

Thank You for Contributing to Special Earthquake and Tsunami Relief Efforts

During worship @ October 1%, the Message of Chtian Concerrbrought theannounceentthat the

United Church of Christ had set a goal of $250,000 for relief, recovery, and rehabilitation of Southeast Asia
and the Pacific Islands which were devastated by natural disasters in just thre@mnk@day,Sept.

28" Typhoon Ketsana roared across the Philippines, Vietnam and Cambodia; on Tuesday mornin§j,Sept. 29
Samoa, American Samoa, and Tonga felt the effects of a tsunami triggered by a deeprsagni@ide
earthquake; and on Wednesday afternoon. 8éftinto Thursday morning Oct1two earthquakes (7.6

and 6.8 on the Richter scale) hit Sumatra Island, Indonesia.

Our new UCC general minister and president, Rev. Geoffrey Black, said "Our heartfelt prayers go out to the
people of Southeast Asiadthe Pacific. We are especially mindful of our partner churches as they struggle
to find the means to continue to do ministry in Jesus' name with all of the people there. | trust that we in the
United Church of Christ will continue to be generous irrisigethe gifts that God has given us to address the
urgency of this situation."

We thank those worshipping on Octobel"fdr contributing$90t owar d t he One Gr eat
Special Natural Disaster Relief Fund.



&J}m InNeed

Justice znd Wiltiess Ministies

---Imagine Another World Is Possible---
Thank You for Contributing to Neighbors in Needffering

Thank you for your very generous donations to oL
Neighbors in Need. On Sunday, Octob®r ybu donate®818for this offering which supports ministries of
justice and compassion throughout the United States, including the Council for American Indian Ministries,
justice and advocacy, and direct service projects supported by Justice and Witness Ministries. Thank you fi
your support to our Neighbors in Need Offeringeighbors in Need helps make another world possible.

Coming --- Covenant to Care for Children Christmas Wish Tree

Again this year, we hope to make Christmas just a little brighter for the childrenrofoh adopt ed 0 C
to Care for Children DCF social worker Lynn Ludwin. During Advent, there will be a Christmas tree in the

narthex decorated with tags. More coming in the December issueStietae



Christmas Care Package Outreach for
Webster Correctional Institution

Our Church received the following letter in October from Rev. Carol Salka, Chaplain of the Webster
Correctional Institution in Cheshire, part of which follows:
Dear Friends in Christ,

Greetings in thglorious name bour Lord and Savioudesus Christti For t he grace of G
salvation has appeared to all meno (Titus 2:11).
is our blessed hope! Once again it is time to send out our Christmas*@ekage letter of appeal on behalf
of the inmates at Webster. Just yesterday | received the official approval to give out these packages again thi
year ! Wondt you join us in our Christmas Care Pz

For over sixteen years many of ieave been donating items so that Webster inmates would receive a gift
atChristmas a t angi bl e expression of Godods | ove! Thi s
items and food treats brightens the Christmas of those who must spdrddittay season shut away from
family and loved ones. A practical gift, yet it goes a long way to remind prisoners that they are not forgotten
at Chri st mas. Truly it is an outpouring of God?ad:s
As the Christmas bags are distributed, the prisoners are reminded of the real reason for ClirGimdas
loves them and sent His Son Jesus to be their Savior.

As in past yearsye ask that you give only the items listed belodach bag must be tlsame and can only
contain the following approved items:

Soap (bath size)

Toothbrush (adult size)

Toothpaste (large 62 0z)

Instant hot chocolate (individual packets)

Hard candies (individually wrapped)
Deodorant (no gl ass or w(

AAnd the word became flesh and dwelt amondhnus,
1:14) ffand of Hi s fullness we have all received, a
the fullness of Go dwitlsthaggraeedy givingrggnerousle to thoseawhdareo u t
i mprisoned and al one at Chri st mas. As we give tc

One Who is our Source and Who gave His very life for us.

Thank you. May God abund&nbless you in your giving.
In His service, Rev. Carol Salka, Chaplain

Your MissiontSocial Action Committee has placadox in the narthex for collectiranly the items listed
above. The last day for donating is Sunday, December's Thank youfor your donations.

Remember those
who are less ,
fortunate

Sl e = TR



Please see/talk to Rev. Claire (78901 #1), the Trustees, and/or Mrs. Cone and Mrs. Colley. We have
plenty of opportunities for those looking for Community Service hours! And we are gladato hel

Do you have used books that youdd | i ke to donat e

Go to www.booksalefinder.com and you can see which libraries are having sales.

www.bookbarnniantic.com will accept donations and will alsoymayfor some books.

el

——/
The Southington Library also accepts used book donations. w

WORSHIP IN COLOR!
~Fall/Winter Theme Sundays ~

In continuation of our summer theme Sundays and the wearing of specific colors relating toaimescthe
Diaconate is inviting both young and old alike to participate in the following manner. We decided that it
would serve both the purpose of Athemedo and al sc
themes tied into the Church Litucgl Year. We will be coordinating with the -soiperintendents of the
Church School to use these themes as a fiteachi ng
more about these themes as the year progresses through bulletin boards,butietimp and parent notices
coming home with your children reminding you of the color theme on the following SuBadégw you will

find the schedule for the Sunday, Color and Theme being observed.

November i'----- White (All Saints Day)
November 2% --- Green & White (Reign of Christ)
November 24 ---- Blue or Purple (Advent)

December 27 -----White (Baptism of Christ)
February 21st---- Violet (First Sundayn Lent)

Your Diaconate

éféﬁtb!

J
MESSAGEORCHRIS POTTER
A grateful Church celebrates the effortaGifris Potter, candidate for Eagle Scoutwho completely rebuilt
the walkway and landscaped and painted the brick face of the Church Street side walk of ourChusch!
we deeply appreciate your efforts and congratulate ourselves and one another for ttig/suppere given.
As you were raised in this church, we take pride in your accomplishmé&sitgou gave this church the
benefits of your time and attention in undertaking this project, we join our voices with those of the Day Care
andthank youfor all your good work on our behalf.
Your Church Family



SNOWFLAKE FAIR

Friday, November 13, pm-9pm
Saturday, November 149am-3pm

. |
i it ! %‘3 Sttt Aelivd
\WllG Elﬁphﬁl’lt Crafiz

Webre | ooki ng f oettingpuploteating dotvroandivaking Fiday dr Satulay
Please see Kan Hodge or Nicole Guglietta for more info.

E(E [
o3[
QUILTSNEEDED: Thi s year 6s Snowfl ake Fair wil/| I ncl uc
many quilts to have a really impressive display. If you feaew or old quilt you would like to have

displayed please call Fran Rose at-B989 for more information. We hope to have all plans for this event
completed by Nov®l Thanks for your consideration, Fran.




fiFor forty years you sustained theminthedeser t ; t hey | acked
(Nehemiah 9:21)

Will You Grant a Wish?

There are many items
the Church needs,
Sized big and sized small.
Choose from our Wish List;

Thereds somalt hing fo
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The Chur cHhHidts Wi s h

Plumbing Repairs $ 150.00
Guest Minister Fee $ 125.00
Office Supplies $ 50.00  Use Scrip cards for Supplies and be

twice as nice to our Church!

Donations of Scrip gasoline cards, Scrip grocery cards, and dietetic foods gratefully accepted by our Ministe
for assistance to those in need. Canned and dry goods are collected on Communion Sunday for the Plainv
Food Pantry Helping hands make a wonderful gift, too.

B T T S S T e T

L¥ @2dzQR fA1S G2 O2y dNROdzi S | (istforith® Chuipledd Sy LI NI
write the name of the item in theemo portion of your donation check. Your check can be made
payable to the Congregational Church of Plainville and placed in the offering plate or in an envelope
in the Church Office mail slot. Your donations aredeductible to the extent allowed bgw.
May God Bless you for your generosity!

MARK YOUR CALENDARSYCOMING EVENTS
In the Spirit Coffee HouseSat. Dec 1%
Christmas CarolingDec 13’ ¢
Service of LighDec 16’




HOW ARE WE DOING? From the Finance Committee

w0 j
Expenses Income

January $22,034.24 $20,391.20
February $17,978.25 $20,188.39
March $20,913.57 $19,438.88
April $35,027.37 $28,247.28
May $17,658.98 $16,271.87
June $15,386.35 $17,229.06
July $13,682.19 $12,094.34
August $16,301.32 $13,720.48
September $11,871.81 $17,663.62
TOTALS $158,982.27 $147,581.50

Warm Greetingsto the Members of The Congregational Church of Plainville!!

| am Barbara Steele and | am your new Church Secretary. | am very excited to be here and look forw
meeting everyoel | was born and raised in New Britain, and then moved to Bristol, and then to Southi
| currently live in Southington with my husband Jeff, my son Kyle who is 9 and my daughter Brynn wh
%. We attend the Plantsville Congregational Chur€lthere is something | can do for you, please let me
know! You can get messages to the office by:

1) Stopping by during OFFICE HOURS: 9:38loon, MONDAY through FRIDAY. If | am not here, pleas:
leave your message in the slot in the office door.

2) Caling 7471901 (# 1 for the minister; #2 for the secretary) and leaving a message
3) Emailing congregational9486@sbcgloblal.net.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS THE ONLY EMAIL ADDRESS BY WHICH YOU WIL DIRECTLY REACH
THE OFFICE.



