The Congregational Church of Plainville, UCC
Founded in 1840
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here.

The Clock
May 11, 2016

Come, Remember and Celebrate, on May 15!
Transition times bring mixed feelings! On May 15, we will say goodbye to The Rev. Dr.
Claire W. Bamberg after nearly 10 years of her ministry with us. There is much to
celebrate, even in our sadness at seeing her go. Worship that day will touch our hearts.
And following worship, we will take time to laugh and cry, as we remember and say
goodbye.
Lunch will be “potluck plus”. Bring your favorite dish to share. The planning committee
will take care of the “plus”.
Photographers, please share with us your best photos of Claire at church events, labeled
with as much identifying information as you have.
Contributions toward a gift can be sent to the church office:
The Congregational Church of Plainville, UCC
130 West Main St.
Plainville, CT 06062
Checks should be made out to the church, noted that they are for Claire’s gift.
If you can’t be with us on May 15th, and would like to send a greeting to Claire on that day,
you can send your message to the church office, with a note that it should be held until
May 15th. We will collect the greetings and present them to her.
Thank you!
Ruthe Boiczyk, Diana Drachenberg, Mary Fuller and Kaara Koplowitz

Please Note:
During Worship on May 15th the Nursery will be open and available, but
parents will need to stay with their children. Thank you.
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Frequently Asked Questions
This Month
By The Rev. Dr. Claire W. Bamberg, LMFT

For the record:







We are not moving away, though we will be moving, hopefully by
next May - downsizing and looking for a condominium nearby.
I will be de-activating my RevClaire Facebook page - and I will miss
you.
I will most likely not be attending worship with you, and I will not be
available for pulpit supply here for three years.*
I will not be available for weddings, funerals, baptisms, etc. inside the
church, except by invitation of your next minister. **
I will support and encourage you in prayer as you move forward towards the vision God has for you.
In love, I entrust you to one another. God is good. All the time. Let
us make the days ahead meaningful, productive and aimed toward a
sound future for The Congregational Church of Plainville, UCC!

*Three years is the period of time determined by the denomination to be sufficient for you to have a
new settled minister. This also allows time for you to become attached to that person.
**When my ministry to a congregation has ended, I will refrain from offering or performing ministerial services for members of that congregation, except at the invitation of my incumbent successor
colleague(s).

If I belong to or attend a congregation served by a colleague, I will honor the prerogatives of
that colleague’s responsibility for leadership in that congregation, and in all ways seek to
support that colleague’s ministry. I will initiate an open and direct conversation with my
colleague(s) in order to create a mutually agreed covenant, about the role I am to play in the
church. If I am a member of a congregation that I once served, this may include the
possibility of absenting myself from any presence at all. I will articulate clearly my own hopes
and expectations regarding my relationships in the congregation, and my intention to avoid
wielding any undue influence among the members. I will only participate in leadership roles
that support and benefit the ministry, and at the request and with the permission of the
minister(s). I will neither listen to nor volunteer criticisms of my colleague(s). As necessary I
will describe appropriate channels of communications to members seeking to express concerns. (From the UUMA Guidelines)
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Frequently Asked Questions This Month
(Continued)
By Joanna Vastola, Moderator
What questions are on your hearts and minds this month? There
are a few questions that I have been asked over and over, so I
wanted to share the information with all of you.
Q: Why are there cones blocking part of our parking lot?
A: The dry well under the storm drain in that part of the lot is beginning to fail. This structure was not replaced when the lot was repaved as part of the building project. As long as no
one drives in that area, it is safe. The Trustees are seeking bids to replace the dry well.
Q: Why was it so cold in the building?
A: In a normal check of the building on a Sunday morning, the trustees found that the
downstairs boiler was unsafe. It was immediately shut down. This boiler heats the majority
of our building, including the music room and Kelsey Hall. The boiler was not repairable
due to its age and the extent of the damage. An emergency Church Council meeting approved a bid from Janazzo’s to replace the boiler. The good news is that the new system will
be more energy efficient. It also will directly vent outside the building, reducing the use on
our chimney.
The boiler project will cost the church approximately $51,000. We have already received a
generous donation of $5,000 to help cover the costs of this project. Further donations are
gratefully accepted. Donations, marked “boiler” on the envelope or memo line of the
check, can be placed in the offering plate or dropped off in the church office.
Q: Who will fill in for pastoral emergencies after May 15?
A: Claire will be available in some emergency situations after May 15, until we have an agreement with a minister. The Connecticut Conference of the United Church of Christ is providing the church leaders with a list of other ministers who can be called upon if Claire is not
available. If you have an emergency and need pastoral support, please contact the church
office or call Joanna Vastola on her cell phone, 203-525-4005.
Q: How long will it take to find our next minister?
A: Our Regional Minister from the Connecticut Conference of the UCC, Tamara Moreland, has met with various church leaders and has scheduled a meeting with the Church
Council in May. The Transition Team has begun to meet to craft a short profile of our
church. When these steps are complete, the team will begin to review profiles of ministers
that ask to be considered for our position. Although there is no way to give a definitive answer to this question, we are hopeful that the next minister could be in place before Rally
Sunday.
This transition time is an opportunity for us to live out our faith. God is still speaking to us,
individually and as a church family. Please continue to ask questions of myself, vicemoderator Kaara Koplowitz, or any member of Church Council so that we can be sure that
everyone has accurate information during this time.
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We would like to express our Gratitude to those who have
agreed to serve on our Transition Team:
Kaara Koplowitz
Beth Fraychak

Matt Simone
Ellen Binder

Steve Guglietta
Donna Blanchard

The Transition Team has already begun to meet and will work closely
with our Associate Conference Minister, Tamara Moreland, until we
have in place a Transitional/Interim Minister.

Prayer Shawls
CALLING ALL KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS

The next meeting of the Prayer Shawl Group be held on
Thursday, May 19th, at 7:00 p.m. at Mary Fuller’s house.
If you haven’t participated before, please pick up your
needles or hook.

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING
Sunday May 22, 2016
Each day visions and dreams are created in the hearts of many in
the United Church of Christ. Through the Strengthen the Church
offering, they can become a reality. As God calls congregations to
be “church” in new ways, your gift will plant new churches
awaken new ideas in existing churches, and develop spiritual life
in our youth and young adults. Because of this offering, many
more will hear the good news that “God is still speaking.”
Your offerings are directed to your church’s conference. Local
Church Ministries, and the Stillspeaking Ministry for these purposes.
Our Strengthen the Church offering will be collected on May 22nd.
INVEST IN THE VISION, please.
Your MSAC members,
Lynette, Ruthe, Pauline, Nicole, Emily, Pam, Rinette, Olivia and Laureen
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It’s Time to Mark Our Calendars!!
All Committees, please have a representative join us in the
Library on June 14th at 7 p.m. to put your important dates
and events on the 2016-2017 calendar. Thank you!
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Calendar of Events - May 2016
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ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO HELP THE
LESS FORTUNATE IN OUR COMMUNITY
Recently the church school classes finished a service
project which consisted of collecting socks and toiletry
items for children to be given to several shelters.
Expanding on that thought, two members of the
church would like to invite others to join us in a
project to provide similar items to adult clients of the
Plainville Food Pantry.
In past years the Pantry was able to obtain a grant to
provide new socks and underwear to adults. This is no
longer available. We thought , with Mother's Day and
Father's Day coming soon, we might collect these
items for women during the month of May and for men
in June. (Requested underwear for men are boxer
shorts or boxer briefs.)
Anyone willing to help with this project, either by
contributing items or funds to purchase the items,
please speak to Ellen Binder or Barbara McClellan.
We thank you for your consideration and help.
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Whole Church Fundraising
The Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA) Tax Credit Program is designed to provide funding for
municipal and tax exempt organizations by providing a corporation business tax credit for businesses that
make cash contributions to these entities. The Church has once again begun the application process to
participate in this program. The application is first submitted to the Plainville Town Manager and then
brought up for a public hearing on the first Monday in May. With the town’s approval the manager will
forward our application on to the CT Department of Revenue Services (DRS) which oversees this program.
We are requesting approval for a $150,000 tax credit to offset the cost of the replacement of the three
furnaces which was begun in the summer of 2015 and continues into the present along with the proposed
restoration of the sanctuary windows. Businesses can receive a credit of 100% of their approved
contribution towards these energy conservation initiatives. We can receive “dollar for dollar” back!
Here’s where your help is needed – We must identify businesses that are registered with the state of CT
doing business as a “C” corporation – not an “S” corp. or “LLC”. These are the only eligible businesses who
can “buy” our credits thru donations to tax exempt organizations like us. Once identified, we must ask
them to donate to our cause to earn this tax credit.
Do you, a family member, relative, neighbor or friend work for a “C” corporation? You can find out by
asking the chief financial officer or accounting department of your business. We have “scripting” and other
materials that can help you with this effort. Contact me (860-584-1005) or thedrachs@sbcglobal.net with
questions and for help. You can also find out more by going to http://www.ct.gov/drs/cwp/view.asp?
a=1447&q=266058. This money will only come to the church by you asking for it! It takes participation by
the whole church!
Diana Drachenberg

Yoga Notes-NAMASTE!!!
(The light in me sees and honors the light in you)

The yoga program is off to a great start we are filling Kelsey Hall and having a great time
‘FUN’ raising money for the church. Class dates through May 11th!! Join us for our next
session-Wednesday Nights 6:15 to 7:15 starting June 1st!!
MORE YOGA-If conventional yoga is not of interest to you maybe you would like to join us
in Kelsey Hall for a new offering CHAIR YOGA. You can still get the great benefits of yoga
without the need to rise up from the floor. Keep Watch for new session dates here!
Contact me at dodowndog@gmail.com or text 860-573-1186 if you want more information.
See you on the mat (or chair)…Bonnie
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I LOVE SCRIP!
I love SCRIP! I really do. It’s the easiest way to give some financial support to the church, and…
it doesn’t cost anything!
What is SCRIP? It’s a process by which you can order gift cards in every category imaginable on
a Sunday morning and receive them the very next Sunday. Each establishment guarantees a
certain percentage of their profit to the church, but you receive the full value of the card, and the
percentage amount is tax-deductible. I have been participating in this program for several years.
How does it work? There is a table in front of the platform in Kelsey Hall every Sunday. You
can pick up a form there (or print one at home on-line from the church’s website), mark your
choices, make out a check, and the next week you will receive the gift cards. Or you can take a
form home and make it out there. That’s actually what I do. But it’s that simple. You get the
cards you want for places where you already shop or to give as gifts; you support the church, and
it’s tax-deductible. The church financial secretary will keep track of that part for you.
The secret to getting involved is that it has to become a weekly habit. For instance, Herve and I
eat regularly, so each week I order grocery cards to the stores where I shop (Shop Rite and Stop &
Shop, although there are other choices). Herve’s also working on his (my?) “Honey, Do” list so I
may order Home Depot or Lowe’s cards. Michael and Danielle enjoy eating out so I often order
cards to local chain restaurants or get them a movie gift card along with Applebee’s or Friendly’s
for a movie/supper outing. I find it’s not always easy to shop for people’s special events so I plan
ahead to buy the gift cards for birthdays and holidays.
I’ve also gotten into the habit of looking at the percentages the stores, etc. donate to the
non-profit. Some are more generous than others. That can also determine my selections.
I honestly never leave the house on Sunday without my SCRIP envelope!
There is only one thing that’s keeping you from participating in SCRIP, and that is
GETTING STARTED!
PLEASE! Join me! Pick up a SCRIP form and look it over. When you see all the choices you’ll
wish you started this a long time ago.
Support the church! Help yourself! It’s a win for everyone.
I LOVE SCRIP!

Bev Letendre
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Sunday School Summer Program
Summer Hodgepodge is the theme for this year's Summer Sunday Church
School program beginning on July 10th. No planning necessary; a class activity,
Bible story and snack for each of the eight Sundays are all ready set.
Volunteers are needed to run the class. (Usually 4-5 children)
No experience necessary! This is a perfect opportunity for anyone
considering becoming a Sunday School Teacher to give it a whirl!
There is a sign up sheet in Kelsey Hall and folks may sign up for one or more
Sundays.
For more information on this wonderful program please
see Kathleen Marsan, Nicole Gugleitta, or
Suzanne Colley.

Church School 2016-17
As the Church School year is coming to a close, I am all ready preparing for the
2016-17 school year. We had such an exciting year with our Sock Hop Mission,
Charmer and Chloe Adventures, Bible Breakfast, Teen Movie Night and Lock-In,
Souper Bowl Sunday, Earth Day project for the courtyard and making our Young
in Heart decorations. The teachers and our substitute teachers have gone above
and beyond with their dedication to the youth of our Church from Preschool to
High School. In the Fall we will definitely need two teachers for the first and
second grade class to assist the present teacher, Nicole Gugleitta.
Volunteering as a second teacher for a class or as a substitute teacher is a gentle
way to ease into the church school program and see first hand how much fun
working with children can be. No experience is necessary, just a good sense of
humor and a love of sharing God's word with our children.
For more information or to volunteer for Church School beginning in September,
please see Kathleen Marsan, Church School Superintendent
( kamarsan@comcast.net) or Nicole Gugleitta, Christian Ed Chairperson.
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