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January 2018

From the Pastor’s Pen...

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Our thanks to everyone who made Christmas Eve morning and evening at
The Congregational Church of Plainville such a wonderful experience. From Pete Peluso
and our Chancel Choir and their beautiful music, to all our liturgists who lent their voices to
sharing the Christmas readings, to Karen Hodge and our Children’s Choir in participating in
Around the World, It’s Christmas, to our Deacons for taking such care in making our church
such a warm and welcoming place, to those of you who provided for the beautiful array of
poinsettias, and for all the ushers and greeters - and to all of YOU who blessed us with your
presence on each Sunday and on Christmas Eve Sunday, our thanks for making the day
such a holy and sacred celebration of Christ's birth.
On a personal note, my thanks - to Teresa Talarico, our Church Administrator for her great
work in making sure the bulletins were all in order. It is no small task to organize, edit and
print all the bulletins for the many services during Advent and Christmas, while taking care of
the numerous other requests this season brings with it and all the other responsibilities of the
office. And finally, a special thank you to Ken Hodge, Lauralee Colella and Joanna Vastola
who stepped in for me in my absence at the 11 p.m. service when inclement weather made it
too difficult for me to drive in. This was not an easy decision, but everyone here has been
wonderful to work with!
As we look toward a New Year, let us look with our eyes and ears open to the Holy Spirit’s
leading as we continue to be in the light of Epiphany and beyond.
Blessings on continued hope, peace, joy and love as this Christmas season continues and
into the New Year to come.
In Christ,
Donna
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The Congregational Church of Plainville,
United Church of Christ
Gathered in 1840
130 West Main St. Plainville, CT 06062
860-747-1901
Website: www.uccplainville.org
E-mail: churchoYce@uccplainville.org
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
9:00 am — 1:00 pm

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 AM Worship
(Nursery & Sunday School)
STAFF
Interim Minister
Pastor Donna Cassity
Email: revdonna@uccplainville.org
Direct phone: 860-747-9277
Church Administrator
Teresa Talarico
Interim Organist & Director of Chancel Choir
Peter Peluso

Hospitals are no longer allowed to
contact Churches to let us know that a
Church member is there (because of
HIPAA). If you know of a member that
has been in or admitted to a
hospital, would you please
let the Church Office know?
Thanks!

We appreciate you keeping
current with your annual
giving commitment!
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Bell Choir and Children’s Choir Director
Karen Hodge
No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s journey...
you are welcome here

CELEBRATIONS
Happy Birthday to:
Elizabeth Salvatore (1/1), Sarah Heap-Crosby (1/2), Robin Anderson (1/3)
Lila Cassinari (1/3), Denis Perrotti (1/3), Vijay Bhatia (1/5),
Kathryn Mordino (1/6), Carol Peterson (1/6), Gail Pelletier (1/7),
Victoria Schaefer (1/7), Charlene Archambault (1/8), Eric Zapatka (1/10),

Brody Ely (1/12), Jeff Beausoleil (1/13), Thomas Lindenmuth (1/14),
Rex Cone, Jr. (1/15), Sheryl Adams (1/16), Wilma Pershken (1/17),
Thom Stilwill (1/17), Tammy Hubbard (1/18), Carl Pelletier (1/19),
Jennifer Hodge (1/22), Hannah Casiano (1/23),
Joie-Marie Mazurek (1/24), Diana Drachenberg (1/25),
Matthew Simone (1/26), Matthew Junkins (1/28),Kate Swets (1/28),

Happy Anniversary to:
Robert & Michele Janota (1/15)
David & Bonnie Mazurek (1/28)

MILESTONES & HIGHPOINTS
New Members
Reactivated
Transfers
Deaths
Baptisms
Births
Weddings

None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
None Reported
None Reported
None Reported
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Notices and Information
Interested in Joining our Church or Learning More About the UCC and CCP?

Join Pastor Donna and the EvCG committee
on Sunday, January 7 after church
for a new member class and light lunch!
Please RSVP to Marianne Wright at mares1994@comcast.net or
860-803-3903 (text or call) so we can have the appropriate number of packets
and amount of food. Are you interested in participating but can’t make that
Sunday? Please contact Marianne to make other arrangements.
Attending the class does not obligate you to join the church—it’s a way to
learn more about the UCC and the Congregational Church of Plainville.

Annual Report
Want to read the annual reports ahead of the meeting on January 28?
Digital copies of most reports will be available beginning January 14. The church will email a
link to the reports, so be sure to read emails from churchoffice@uccplainville.org.
Please note...A few financial reports will not be available until shortly before the meeting due to
records needed from the banks. We will make every effort to have the proposed budget and paper copies of the Annual Report available on January 21.

Plainville Early Learning Center Liaison Opportunity
The Church Council and Plainville Early Learning Center are seeking a volunteer to be a liaison
from the church to the PELC Board of Directors. This is a critical role in supporting the relationship
between our organizations. The liaison would serve as a resource to streamline communication
between church committees and PELC personnel, and would attend approximately one PELC Board
meeting per quarter.
If you are interested in further information about this position, please speak with Joanna Vastola or
email churchmoderator@uccplainville.org.
Thank you!
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Notices and Information
United Scrip orders will be resume
January 7, 2018.
For those of you who have not used the
Scrip program, please consider giving it a
try, it is a win-win situation - donation to
the church and tax deduction for you!

Coffee Hours!
Please join us for
Coffee & Conversation
Thursdays from 1-3pm
at Dunkin' Donuts
corner of Northwest Dr. & RT. 10.
Hope to see you there!
C.C.P. Coffee Crew

Thank You ~ Outback Fundraiser
Thank You for coming out and supporting
The Congregational Church of Plainville's
Fundraiser meal at Outback Steakhouse!
Thanks to You we raised

$199.54

for our General Fund!
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Notices and Information

CALL TO THE ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH MEETING
JANUARY 28, 2018
The members of The Congregational Church of Plainville, United Church of Christ, are hereby
notified that an All-Church Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. in
Kelsey Hall, for the following purposes:

1. To review and accept the Annual Reports of the Church officers, committee
chairpersons, and delegates:
2. To consider and approve the Proposed 2018 Annual Budget, as prepared by
the Finance Committee and recommended by the Church Council as the
Mission Plan for the Church;
3. To consider and approve the disposition of surplus or deficit funds for 2017,
as recommended by the Finance Committee and reviewed by the Church
Council;
4. To approve congregational goals for 2018, as recommended by the Church
Council;
5. To consider and approve the new Church officers, committee members and
delegates, as recommended by the Nominating Committee; and
6. To transact any other business proper to come before the meeting.
If church is cancelled that day due to inclement weather, the meeting will be postponed to
February 4, 2018 if at all possible. Childcare and refreshments will be provided.
By order of the Church Council,
Joanna Vastola, Moderator
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Upcoming Events at CCP
Baptism of Christ Sunday
January 7, 2017 ~ 10:00 a.m.
On Sunday, January 7th we will celebrate the Baptism of Jesus with scripture and song.
During this service, you will be invited to remember your own baptisms through liturgy
and water. There will be stations set up with water and you will be invited, should you
desire, to move towards those stations, touch the water as a ritual of remembrance, and
receive a blessing .
Everyone is invited and welcome to join in during this time in our service, whether you
have been baptized as an infant, older child, or adult or not at all. Baptism is a
sacrament of the church and all are welcome to receive the blessings of the water no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey.

Holy Cow! Save the Date!
On Sunday, March 4th directly following Worship we will have a second hour program
hosted by Dr. Thomas L. Clough, Eastern Regional Minister of the Connecticut
Conference, UCC to discuss the results of our Holy Cow Survey.
Dr. Clough is trained to interpret the data from congregational wide survey that was
administered over the last several weeks. The information from this survey will help the
search team as they continue to work on the church profile.
Please join us to hear this important information.
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Upcoming CTUCC Events
Confirmation Retreats: Discipleship Matters
Jan. 26-28, 2018,
Feb. 23-25, 2018,
Mar. 9-11, 2018
Silver Lake Conference Center, Sharon, CT
A great experience with activities, worship and
fellowship appropriate for youth in grades 7 - 9
during their Confirmation year!

Super Saturday
March 17, 8:00 AM to 3:45 PM
Minnechaug Regional High School,
Wilbraham, MA
A full day of workshops, networking a marketplace
and address by the Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis, pastor
of Middle Collegiate Church in New York City and
co-founder of The Middle Project.

Women Clergy Retreat: Food for the JourneyFootsteps in the Sand
Feb. 6, 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
North Stamford Congregational Church
Part of the “Food for the Journey” program started in
2013 to help women ministers prepare for the season
of Lent.

Maple Sugaring at Silver Lake
March 23 - 25
Silver Lake Conference Center, Sharon, CT
From tap to table, experience nature's renewal and its
sweet gifts at Silver Lake!
CTUCC Youth Revival
April 22, 3:00 PM to 5:30 PM
Faith Congregational Church, Hartford, CT
Dynamic worship service that will your renew your
spirit. For all youth in grades 5 and up and their
pastors, parents, or adult leaders.

Counselor-in-Training at Silver Lake
March 2 - 4
Silver Lake Conference Center, Sharon, CT
Learn how to lead games, quiet a roomful of
conferees, keep them safe, and help God change their
lives. Successful completion of this weekend program
will make you eligible to be a counselor or CIT in
Summer 2018. Must be 15 years old by June 15,
2018.

Find a complete list of Conference events at:
www.ctucc.org/events.php
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Moderator’s Message
Hymn of Promise

by Natalie A. Sneeth
In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;
There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity,
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

We sing the first verse of this song every Sunday as the children leave the sanctuary to go to
Sunday School, but I didn’t pay much attention to the lyrics until recently. I think that the
new year is a perfect time to reflect upon the words of this song.
As the weather turns colder and snow interrupts our plans, it
often feels like the spring flowers will never arrive. The days
are darker, and it is hard to catch the dawn. The past few
months of transition have been hard on our church, and it
became easy to have doubts about the future.
In the rainbow after the flood, God promised Noah that God would never destroy the world
again. The Hymn of Promise helps us remember that around us are other examples of God’s
covenant. God’s purpose and plan is a mystery, but we can believe that God will reveal what
is needed in its season. A new minister, new church members, new committee members and
officers all bring renewed energy and new ideas to our midst. This is a season of beginnings.
This January, may the song in the silence help renew your hope for the future.
-Joanna
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Message from The Finance Committee
Financial Update to the Congregation through November 2017
Month

Income

Expenses

Variance

January

$ 37,916.26

$ 18,571.76

$ 19,344.50

February

$ 14,874.36

$ 17,683.60

($2,809.24)

March

$ 13,589.38

$ 16,107.79

($2,513.41)

April

$ 18,601.96

$ 22,803.23

($4,201.27)

May

$ 13,836.52

$ 12,476.41

$1,360.11

June

$ 15,975.19

$ 21,651.04

($5,675.85)

July

$ 19,250.26

$ 10,461.24

$ 8,789.02

August

$ 40,919.36

$ 14,031.71

$26,887.65

September

$ 13,055.17

$ 10,338.87

$ 2,716.30

October

$ 18,670.35

$ 13,127.89

$ 5,542.46

November

$ 15,612.17

$ 16,923.38

($1,311.21)

$222,342.98

$174,414.25

$ 47,928.73

December

Pledges

Nov 17
Total

2017 YTD
Total

17 YTD
Budget

$ 9,444.17

$108,941.87

$113,014.64

17 Budget
$124,787.00

%
87%

As 2017 comes to an end, we kindly remind you to stay current in your yearly commitment.
~The Finance Committee

Message from Team Stewardship
We simply can not do this without

YOU!

There is still time! We still have close to $30,000 to raise!
If you have not yet turned in your commitment card please
reach out to the office. We will also have cards available
during worship.
Thank you!
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In The Spirit ~ Thank You!

Thank you to everyone who made our
In the Spirit Coffeehouse
a wonderful evening!
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CT Conference News
Friends,
As we continue to explore the new Together, As One Conference, we invite you to share your voice to help us envision how together, we are called to live the love and justice of Jesus.
Please prayerfully consider attending one of the several group discussions that are planned between Jan.
18 and Jan. 23 at the various UCC Church locations listed below. Simply select the date, time and location
that is most convenient with your schedule and join us to share your perspective.
We would ask you to use this form to RSVP so that if there is inclement weather forecast and we need to move
the gathering online, we will be in touch with information on how you can participate.
Thursday, January 18, 2018, 7:00 - 8:30 PM
Slatersville Congregational UCC
10 Green St. North Smithfield, RI 02876
Friday January 19, 2018, 10:00 - 11:30 AM
Woodridge Congregational UCC
546 Budlong Road, Cranston, RI 02920

Friday January 19, 2018, 1:00 - 2:30 PM
Barrington Congregational UCC
461 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806

Saturday, January 20, 2018, 10:00 - 11:30 AM
Mystic Congregational Church UCC
43 E Main St, Mystic, CT 06355-2831

Saturday, January 20, 2018, 2:00 - 3:30 PM
Rocky Hill Congregational Church
805 Old Main St, Rocky Hill, CT 06067-1553

Sunday January 21, 2018 5:00 - 6:30 PM
Newtown Congregational Church
14 West St, Newtown, CT 06470-2054

Monday January 22, 2018, 10:00 - 11:30 AM
Church of Christ, Congregational, Norfolk
12 Village Green, Norfolk, CT 06058

Monday, January 22, 2018, 1:00 - 2:30 PM
First Congregational Church of Lee
25 Park Place, Lee MA 01238

Monday, January 22, 2018, 7:00 - 8:30 PM
First Church in Sterling Federated
6 Meetinghouse Hill Road, Sterling, MA 01564

Tuesday, January 23, 2018, 10:00 - 11:30 AM
First Congregational Church in Winchester
21 Church Street, Winchester, MA 01890

Tuesday, January 23, 2018, 1:00 - 2:30 PM
First Congregational Church in North Attleboro
675 Old Post Road, North Attleboro, MA 02760
(note: use handicap ramp entrance)

Each discussion will last approximately 75 to 90 minutes.
Whether you join us for one of the sessions, or not, we encourage you to click here to review the values, vision,
mission and purpose of our united covenant: living the love and justice of Jesus. Again, we hope you are able to
join us to share your ideas.
If there is inclement weather forecast and we need to move the gathering online, we will be in touch with information on how you can take part.
We look forward to your participation.
Blessings,
The Rev. Dr. Jim Antal, Minister & President, Massachusetts Conference
The Rev. Barbara Libby, Interim Conference Minister, Rhode Island Conference
The Rev. Kent Siladi, Conference Minister, Connecticut Conference
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In Our Prayers
In our Prayers, we remember:
Ruth & Al Seeds, Ann Campbell, All Travelers, Ray Simpson (Shelly
Johnson’s uncle), Charlotte (Lauralee’s cousin), those affected by recent
train crash, Noreen and Jerry, Marty Gephart (Mary Fuller’s sister),
Cassie Proctor (Becky Silvernale’s daughter), Michael (Joe Robar’s
friend), Tony Scavetta (Beth Fraychak’s friend), Ed & his girlfriend
Maggie (Ann Campbell’s friends), Paul (Ann Campbell’s friend), Brian
Gorneault (Sandy Dombroski’s grandson), R.J. (Matt Simone’s father),
Matt Simone’s Mother and Grandmother, those affected by the California
Wildfires, Martha Lambert (Deanna Hoxie’s co-worker), Diana
Drachenberg, Robert Ryan, Donna Fuller Cline, Joseph (Ann Campbell’s
grandson), John (Ann Campbell’s friend), Dona (Ann Campbell’s friend),
Jerry (Ann Campbell’s neighbor), Vicky (Ann Campbell’s friend), Keith
(Malakai Silvernale’s Uncle), Anna Mae and Geraldine (Eleanor Kordes’s
sisters), Tommy McCormack (Bev Letendre’s cousin), Robert Jordan
(Ruthe Boiczyk’s cousin), Sutherland Springs Church shooting victims,
Nancy’s son Mike (Ann Campbell’s friend), Paul and Diane (Ann
Campbell’s friends), Barbara McClellan, Joe Robar, Anne Cormier (Beth
Fraychak’s sister-in-law), Dave Kelly (Cheryl Cone’s brother), Dave &
Sherra (Ann Campbell’s friends), John Dombroski (Sandy Dombroski’s
brother), Wilma Pershken, John Borry, Wally Smykla, Fran (Jocelyn
Michaud’s sister-in-law), Laurie (Brian Silvernale’s cousin), Marcia (Ann
Campbell’s neighbor), Vickey and her son Mike (Ann Campbell’s friends),
Alana Devich, Leslie Urbanski, and the families and friends of: Rob
(Frank Hoxie’s brother-in-law), Jeff Briggs, Karen (Matt Simone’s stepmother), Vanessa (Becky Silvernale’s friend), Bobby Jordan (Ruthe
Boiczyk’s cousin), Barbara (Joni Czajkowski’s mother), Paul Cormier
(Beth Fraychek’s brother-in-law), Patrese, Carol Ann Rogers, as well as
members and friends serving in the military: Justin Meyers,
Spencer Pelletier, Renny Astolfi Sr., James Palmer, Mark Terrill, Ryan
Steikers, Shawn Ellis, Cody Temple & Quinn Coughlin.
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