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journey you are welcome here.

November 2019
From the Pastor’s Pen...

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?

-I Corinthians 3:16

Dear Friends,

We are now into the final quarter of the year and looking toward Advent, Christmas and a New Year
2020! I just can’t believe how fast this year has gone and that we are entering a new decade. There are
many plans that we are working on behind the scenes to bring revitalization and growth to the church.
As we approach Thanksgiving, this time of year always reminds me of the things I am grateful for…
the love of friends and family, a great church community that I am privileged to serve and so much
more.
One day last week, I was sitting in Panera feeling overwhelmed and a bit lost in thought when an
elderly gentleman asked me if he could sit down at my table. Mind you, there were lots of empty
tables, but he wanted to sit by me. So, I said, “Sure,” and then he said, “Thank you, no one talks to
each other anymore.” And then he proceeded to ask me, “Your eyes look sad and worried, are you?”
Wow, he captured it all right! I had been dealing with a particularly stressful family situation for the
last two months. He went on to tell me about his wife who has Alzheimer’s that he cares for and she
doesn’t know his name anymore. He said it makes him incredibly sad. Then he asked me if I was a
believer in God. I confirmed that I am. He then asked me if we could pray to encourage our faith. I
said, yes and he grabbed my hand and prayed right there at the table! We spoke for about an hour. By
the end of the conversation, I felt such relief and peace from this stranger. One kind man’s generosity
in sharing his time with me made all the difference that day.
I concluded he was right. We don’t talk to each other anymore.
Generosity is such a blessing in our lives whether we give time, talent or treasure. Like generosity,
faith itself flows from a reservoir of shared vulnerability and support, giving and receiving. Faith, like
generosity is always plural, never singular and so are incentives to give. Like the man who sat with
me in Panera that day, he saw the value of shared vulnerability and faith. And as St. Paul said in the
verse above from I Corinthians, the word for “you” here is plural, meaning others, too, most
immediately the Corinthian congregation.
So how can more of us, not just some of us, figure more prominently in the planning of the church
budget and the promotion of giving? How can the “me’s” of leadership and the “you’s” in the pew
become a more inclusive “We”? By living into our core values that we own and taking opportunities to
consider more carefully the purpose of the church. Our core values are seen in our purpose statement
that was organically created over this past year:
ALL WELCOMED. ALL VALUED. ALL LOVED.
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Hospitals are no longer allowed to
contact Churches to let us know that a
Church member is there (because of
HIPAA). If you know of a member that
has been in or admitted to a
hospital, would you please
let the Church Office know?
Thanks!

We appreciate you keeping
current with your annual
giving commitment!
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No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s journey...
you are welcome here

(continued from page 1)

Generosity takes time. We are most “vulnerable” in the less fortunate sense, when we hop, skip and
jump to the budget at the end of the summer with an annual campaign to plan and promote. Without
having planted the seeds we cannot expect a good harvest. The budget cannot stand on its own merits
but must be cultivated by careful financial forecasting woven with our values
and vision for the future. It is an ongoing effort of all of us.
Finally, as we look toward the future, instead of talking about what the
church can’t do, with God beside us, let’s begin to talk about what God can
do and will as we walk beside God.
On the journey,
Pastor Donna

SHARING OUR STORIES: Ellen Binder
The church has always been an important part of my life. I grew up attending church every Sunday with
my parents and grandparents. Many members of that church were relatives of my mother’s family or
close family friends. Sometimes we were in church twice since there were evening services also. My
mother once told me that I started attending the morning service with them from the age of 3. I don’t
recall pastors giving children’s messages at that time and I’m quite sure the sermons had no great
impact on me through early childhood. At that time Sunday School was held before or after the service.
I went to Sunday School from the age of 3 and was taught by many dedicated and devout Christians
over the years. My first Sunday School teacher was my aunt. I was in a junior choir when I was about 8
and later was in the Senior choir. I have continued to sing in choirs ever since. As a teen I was in a
church youth group and went to a Christian summer camp for 2 summers. This may have been the time
when my faith grew the most. As a young teen I attended a catechism class with others my age before
becoming full members of the church. This was taught by the pastor and we learned the Heidelberg
Catechism. In high school I remember having to write a “philosophy of life” paper. I know I wrote
about my faith at that time.

This is the story of my early life growing up in the church. I believe my faith was first formed through
my parents and other family members, it continued through Sunday school teachers, pastors and others
in that church.
Over the years since then, I have been a member of several other churches. I have sung in their choirs,
served on committees and attended adult bible classes. My faith formation has continued through these
experiences.
I have also cultivated many special friendships through the churches I have attended, especially this
one!
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CELEBRATIONS
CELEBRATIONS
Happy Birthday to:
Deanna Hoxie (11/3), Claranne Parker (11/3),
Suzanne Colley (11/4), Marta Drachenberg (11/4),
Marianne Wright (11/4), Annie Talarico (11/8),
Brooke Fraychak (11/11), Ruthe Boiczyk (11/13),
Justin Manafort, Sr. (11/14), Bert Michaud (11/15),
Daniel Pater (11/18), Melissa Zareck (11/26),
Ann Campbell (11/30), David Mazurek (11/30)

Happy Anniversary to:
Linda & Al Valeri (11/4)
Melissa & Benjamin Zareck (11/4)
Carla & George Fensick (11/19)
Ruth & Albert Seeds (11/21)
Karen & Kenneth Hodge (11/23)

MILESTONES & HIGHPOINTS
New Members
Reactivated
Transfers
Deaths
Baptisms
Births
Weddings

None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
None Reported
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Notices and Information
The Snowflake Fair

If you have a Silent Auction contribution for the Snowflake
Fair, please make sure to get it to Nicole Guglietta by
November 3rd. Thank you!

Are you seeing our church updates on your Facebook page?
If not, you’re missing out on our updates, event notifications and some
great pictures. Please make sure to like and follow our page
The Congregational Church of Plainville, UCC (@uccplainville).

Daylight Savings time
ends at 2 a.m. on
November 3, 2019.
Remember to set your
clocks back one hour.

Celebrate the Rose: A Virtual Garden Tour
The Connecticut Rose Society will present a stunning array of
photographs depicting the roses and gardens of their members.
The program is coordinated, arranged and led by Jacqui Nye.
Following the virtual garden tour, there will be a brief
presentation on closing the garden.
The public is welcome to join us on November 3rd at the
Congregational Church of Plainville, 130 West Main
Street. Doors open at 1:30 for refreshments and the meeting
begins at 2:00 pm.
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Notices and Information
Calling all Plainville Residents and CCP Members!
It has come to our attention that there is no streetlight on the pole on West Main
Street opposite the end of Church Street. When the pole was replaced a couple of
years ago, the arm for the streetlight was never replaced. The rest of West Main St.
has streetlights on every two poles, as do the side streets off of West Main. The
corner is very dark at night and almost impossible to see the street sign for Church
Street. Many recovery groups meet at the church in the evening and it is very
difficult to see pedestrians crossing Church Street or entering parked cars along the
street.
Please take a moment to reach out to the Town of Plainville (see below), the Town Manager Robert Lee or if
your use Facebook go on to the Plainville Talks page to see if we can bring this matter to their attention and
get the street light replaced for everyone’s safety.
From the Town of Plainville webpage:

Reporting A Streetlight Problem

The Town of Plainville has purchased most of the streetlights formerly owned by CL&P. Residents noticing a
streetlight out or not working properly in their neighborhood should call the Public Works Administration
Department at 793-0221 ext. 208 and provide us with the following information:
• Address the streetlight is located in front of: **located at 125 West Main Street
• Pole number **There isn’t a pole # since it was replaced**
• Your name and phone number
In case we have questions or would like to inform you of information regarding the
streetlight
Town Staff will determine whether or not the streetlight is town-owned and then take the appropriate action to
have it repaired.
Thank you.

FREE!...

CCP is in possession of two desks that are available for the taking. Please contact the
Church Office if you are interested. Thank you.
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Upcoming Events at C.C.P.

7

Message from The Finance Committee
Financial Update to the Congregation through August 2019
Month

Income

Expenses

Variance

January

$ 44,292.52

$ 17,552.36

$26,740.16

February

$ 13,700.29

$ 16,336.86

($2,636.57)

March

$ 13,091.44

$ 21,991.91

($8,900.47)

April

$ 15,067.45

$ 15,436.74

($ 369.29)

May

$ 14,343.55

$ 19,465.20

($5,121.65)

June

$ 14,273.43

$ 17,301.92

($3,028.49)

July

$ 14,559.51

$ 18,674.81

($4,115.30)

August

$ 13,777.22

$ 14,548.68

($771.46)

September

$ 14,451.30

$ 17,925.21

($3,473.91)

$157,556.71

$159,233.78

($1,677.07)

October
November
December

Pledges

Sep 19
Total

2019 YTD
Total

$8,328.00

$72,007.84
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19 YTD Budget
$76,287.00

19 Budget

%

$101,716.00

71%

Mission Social Action Committee News
SOCKS

SOCKS

SOCKS

For the third year we will be collecting socks
for The Friendship Center in New Britain.
There is a collection bin in the Narthex and
once again Herve Letendre is challenging us to
far exceed our 50 Pair goal. The bin will be
available until November 24.
Your Mission Social Action Committee and Herve.

Christmas Wish Tree
The Christmas Wish Tree for our Covenant to Care for
Children under the Care of our Social Worker will be in the
Narthex on Sunday, December 1st!
Tags for gifts for the children will be on the tree. There will
be a box under the tree to place receipts (or just a written estimate of the cost of
the gift). Remember, we are limited to $50. per child. You may arrange to share a
child or the cost of the gift with another Church member.
Once again we will place extra tags on the tree for $25 gift cards for Stop and
Shop for Ashley to distribute at her discretion to augment holiday meals.
Please have the wrapped gift with the Tags attached returned by December 22,
when Ashley will receive them.
Thank you all
The MSAC Committee
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In Our Prayers
In our Prayers, we remember:
Mia Ryan, Nicole (Beth Fraychak’s friend), Chelsea (Joanna
Vastola’s friend), Kelsey, Patrick (Rinette Yanez’s brother),
Arlene (Ed Cassineri’s cousin), Pamela Calder, Alan & Libby
Therriault, Malcolm Soucy, Al Muller, Martha (Russ
Drachenberg’s cousin), Lily (Nicole Guglietta’s niece),
Jackson Anderson, Kristin (Diana Drachenberg’s friend),
Mary Jane (Jocelyn Michaud’s friend), Jean McCormack
(Bev Letendre’s cousin’s wife), Bethany Cruz (Marianne
Wright’s friend), Hurricane Victims, Sandy Dombroski,
Wally Smykla, People of Texas, People of the Bahamas,
Charlene Archambault, John Borry, Cliff Carlson, Scott
Carpenter, Joan Dante, John Dombroski, Charlotte Karabin,
Gordan McCann, Tommy McCormack, Leslie Urbanski, and
the families and friends of: Anna Mae Vaillant (Eleanor
Kordes’s sister), Richard Dube (Jocelyn Michaud’s friend),
Roberta Mason (Bonnie Soucy’s sister-in-law), Axel Ouelette
(Kyle Wright’s friend), Barbara Rogers, Paul Barrette, Tina,
Ed Meyer, well as members and friends serving in the
military: Beth Smith, Mark Joseloff, Adam Smith, Spencer
Pelletier, Renny Astolfi Sr., James Palmer, Mark Terrill, Ryan
Steikers, Shawn Ellis & Quinn Coughlin.
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