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EPIPHANY: BEING IN THE LIGHT OF CONTENTMENT

From the Pastor’s Pen...

We are in the season of Epiphany after Christmas when we enjoy being in the light of God in the birth
of Jesus who is the son of God. This is the time we celebrate being in the light of happiness and joy!
Yet, I look around, and so many people are discontented. We often feel guilty about being
discontented and then we fall away from living life with happiness and satisfaction. What is the
meaning of being content?
When I think of contentment, I think of being in a state of happiness and bliss despite my
circumstances. Contentment is the art of inner peace because the Spirit of Christ lives in us.
While that definition is what we mean when we teach others about “being content with little or
abundance”, it really falls short of the true definition of contentment.
You can be content with what you ‘have’, but never with what you ‘are’.
Let me explain:
Contentment with what you have.
What you have may be a great job, lots of nice things and a new car. A year from now, you may lose
all those things and must live paycheck to paycheck.
Whether you live in great wealth or with very little, you can learn to be content because all things are
temporary. Change is constant. Economy changes.
Sometimes we make a lot of money, sometimes we don’t. Our new, beautiful sweater gets old and is
no longer as beautiful. The world around us is always in flux.
Contentment of the things we have comes from being able to be self-contented. Being able to sit by a
cozy fire with a book and being perfectly happy without outer circumstances determining your
happiness or your future.
For example: Sometimes I look around at the things I have and find myself discontented. I want more.
I want a new house or new furniture. It’s all about my wants…not so much about my needs.
If my needs aren’t being met, such as food, clothing and shelter, then I become discontented and
rightfully so. If I’m not eating, I have an unmet need that will cause discontentment, not to mention
unhealthy. To satisfy this, I must meet my needs first.
At the same time, I also have learned that I am being cared for and that I’m here to help others. I can
choose to trust that my needs will be met, even when things look rather bleak. Contentment is born
from knowing that I have a greater purpose to help others heal and find joy too.

(continued on page 3)
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Hospitals are no longer allowed to
contact Churches to let us know that a
Church member is there (because of
HIPAA). If you know of a member that
has been in or admitted to a
hospital, would you please
let the Church Office know?
Thanks!

We appreciate you keeping
current with your annual
giving commitment!
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No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s journey...
you are welcome here

(continued from page 1)

Contentment of what you ‘have’ is a learned experience over time trusting God to meet your needs as
you seek ways to do that.
Discontentment has many causes that can be met with the opposite.
Dissatisfaction can be helped by gratitude of your blessings.
Fear can be changed by being in the light of optimism.
Disappointment with oneself can be helped by acceptance.
Loneliness can be met with a deeper relationship with God and seeking satisfying relationships.
Contentment with what you are.
This is the deeper meaning of being content. You should never be content with what we are if what we
are is negative. The discontent we feel from unhappiness, fear, anger, or sadness needs to be examined.
This kind of discontent is a message from within telling you to do something different.
I do not believe God wants us unhappy or sad or angry all the time. The right kind of discontent has a
purpose. It points you to what you ‘really’ desire—a life of peace, joy and a sense of truly being
“home” in yourself.
Ultimately, we desire that which is from God. That which is meaningful in this life and the next! C.S.
Lewis once said, “to press on to that other country and to help others to do the same.”
Here are some things to help you be more aligned in the light of contentment with what you are:
1. Do what you love! Does your work and life bring you satisfaction and fulfillment? Often
people take on volunteer jobs in the church to find fulfillment because their work or life
isn’t giving them that. God wants us fulfilled in all that we do six days a week. Find out
what you love and see how you can develop that into your work or create a new hobby.
Perhaps you need to find a new job that is more satisfying and works better in your life.
2. Be grateful and count your blessings every day.
3. Serve others and help them become better people so they can also serve others.
4. Accept yourself (warts and all!)
5. Be positive. Get up and take a moment to read scripture, think deeply about its meaning
and know you are here to do something amazing for the world…especially if you are in the
middle of mothering children.
6. Be your own best friend. Be kind to yourself and offer compassion.
7. Pray without ceasing. Prayer brings us closer to God who is the light. It is in prayer and
meditating on God’s word that we become more aligned with God’s will in our lives.
In the light,
Pastor Donna
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CELEBRATIONS
Happy Birthday to:
Robin Anderson (1/3), Lila Cassinari (1/3),
Carol Peterson (1/6), Charlene Archambault (1/8),
Wilma Pershken (1/17), Thom Stilwill (1/17),
Nathan Zareck (1/24), Diana Drachenberg (1/25),
Matthew Simone (1/26), Kate Swets (1/28),

Happy Anniversary to:
David & Bonnie Mazurek (1/28)

MILESTONES & HIGHPOINTS
New Members
Reactivated
Transfers
Deaths
Baptisms
Births
Weddings

None reported
None reported
None reported
Scott Carpenter
None reported
None reported
None Reported
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Notices and Information

Update regarding the Nominating Committee
We will not be having a nominating committee this year. As the church works diligently with
Pastor Donna to create a design team (still taking volunteers), we will be looking at the way
that we structure our teams and committees. As we are all aware our committee size has
declined significantly, as has the number of volunteers we have. This coming year we will be
working with committees to see what their needs are by month and putting it in the Steeple and
Clock in the hopes of increasing volunteers for short term projects (i.e Ushers, Lawn Mowing,
etc).
People are invited to stay onto their committee and we strongly encourage them to do this as
stewards of the church. People who are choosing to go off their committee should let the office
know so we can ensure this is reflected in committee lists. We are currently seeking
volunteers to join the Finance and Trustee committees. If you are interested in joining one of
these committees, please contact the office.
Thank you in advance for your consideration.
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Notices and Information

CALL TO THE ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH MEETING
JANUARY 26, 2020
The members of The Congregational Church of Plainville, United Church of Christ, are hereby
notified that an All-Church Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 26, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. in
Kelsey Hall, for the following purposes:

1. To review and accept the Annual Reports of the Church officers, committee
chairpersons, and delegates;
2. To consider and approve the Proposed 2020 Annual Budget, as prepared by
the Finance Committee and recommended by the Church Council as the
Mission Plan for the Church;
3. To consider and approve the disposition of surplus or deficit funds for 2019,
as recommended by the Finance Committee and reviewed by the Church
Council;
4. To approve congregational goals for 2020, as recommended by the Church
council;
5. To consider and approve Church officers, committee members and delegates,
as recommended by the Vice-Moderator; and
6. To transact any other business proper to come before the meeting.
If church is cancelled that day due to inclement weather, the meeting will be postponed to
February 2, 2020 if possible. Childcare will be provided.
By order of the Church Council,
Diana Drachenberg, Moderator
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Message from The Finance Committee
Financial Update to the Congregation through November 2019
Month

Income

Expenses

Variance

January

$ 44,292.52

$ 17,552.36

$26,740.16

February

$ 13,700.29

$ 16,336.86

($2,636.57)

March

$ 13,091.44

$ 21,991.91

($8,900.47)

April

$ 15,067.45

$ 15,436.74

($ 369.29)

May

$ 14,343.55

$ 19,465.20

($5,121.65)

June

$ 14,273.43

$ 17,301.92

($3,028.49)

July

$ 14,559.51

$ 18,674.81

($4,115.30)

August

$ 13,777.22

$ 14,548.68

($771.46)

September

$ 14,451.30

$ 17,925.21

($3,473.91)

October

$ 15,310.67

$ 22,075.36

($6,764.69)

November

$ 15,093.76

$ 16,802.45

($1,708.69)

$187,960.14

$198,111.49

(10,151.35)

December

Pledges

NOV 19
Total

2019 YTD
Total

$10,147.00

$90,115.84

19 YTD Budget
$91,935.62

19 Budget

%

$101,716.00

89%

Stewardship Message
It's not too late....If you haven't gotten your commitment cards in yet please return
them to the office! We can't do this without you!
After prayerfully considering what you can give, please complete and return the
Commitment Form and the EFT form, if you’re using it, in the enclosed envelope
and return to the Church.
Thank you.
The Stewardship Team
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In Our Prayers
In our Prayers, we remember:
Charlotte Karabin, Jen Zakrzewski’s mother & father, Patrick
(Rinette Yanbez’s brother), Karen Sibley (Beth Fraychak’s sister-inlaw), Marilyn Borry, George Peterson, Ann Campbell, David & Leslie
Nuttall, Elizabeth Greeley (Karen Hodge’s mother), Joanna Vastola’s
students, Ryan Family, Rinette Yanez, Fritz (Deanna Hoxie’s father),
Richard Wright, Dave Kelly (Cheryl Cone’s brother), Vic Butwich
(Cone family friend), Kaara Koplowitz’s school community, Sanket
Patole (Marianne Wright’s co-worker), Barb Little (Marianne
Wright’s friend), Missing Ansonia child, Roland (Suzy Rivera’s
grandson), Gary (Jason Zakrzewski’s neighbor), Frank Hoxie, Sandy
Dombroski, Sebby Berarducci, Pam Collins (Cheryl Cone’s sister),
Gail Boyea (Ruthe Boiczyk’s sister-in-law), Lynn, Robin Anderson’s
sister, Peggy (Ellen Binder’s friend), Robert (Herve Letendre’s
friend), Rick Scheyd, Charlene Archambault, John Borry, Cliff
Carlson, Joan Dante, John Dombroski, Carla Fensick, Gordon
McCann, Tommy McCormack, Leslie Urbanski, and the families
and friends of: Scott Carpenter, Bill Snide (Bev Letendre’s friend),
Patricia Lee (Teresa Talarico’s friend), Ricky Lanno (Teresa
Talarico’s cousin), Denise D’Ascenzo, Dave Harris (Claranne Parker’s
daughter-in-law’s father), Judy Hesselback (Claranne Parker’s
cousin), Marcella Kelly (Cheryl Cone’s aunt), Lorraine Woerz, as
well as members and friends serving in the military: Beth
Smith, Mark Joseloff, Adam Smith, Spencer Pelletier, Renny Astolfi
Sr., James Palmer, Mark Terrill, Ryan Steikers, Shawn Ellis & Quinn
Coughlin.
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2019 Children’s Pageant
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