The Congregational Church of Plainville, UCC
Founded in 1840

The STEEPLE
The Congregational Church of Plainville serves the community
in the Spirit of Christ

July 2020
From the Pastor’s Pen
Dear Friends in Christ,
Every time you think 2020 is getting easier, it gets harder and more complex.
So here’s a question posed by Rev. Carey Nieuhof: “Should you close your church after re-opening it?
Odd question, but he asks: “What if it was one of your best growth strategies?”
Before you call me on the phone and tell me I’m losing my mind, hear me out.
I struggle with this question and even more so in these last few weeks I’m with you. I am eager to open
NOW and have everyone come so we can do what we do best: celebrate, open our hearts to Jesus, share
our faith and be together. So I write this newsletter with a sense of discontent. We are in the planning
stages of re-opening. The Phasing Forward Team has met throughout this time to begin re-opening
plans, and things are beginning to shape up, but there is a lot to consider.
In the US with Covid on the rise again, clearly this is a time to ask ALL the questions. And if you’re
like me, you wonder are we going to be able to stay open and should we close after we re-open it?
Even though we don’t want to say it’s true, there is a nagging sense that if the building isn’t open, then
the church isn’t open. So why would we want to close the church after we re-open it? Well, outside of
a mandate to close it, perhaps we need to focus on something greater than re-opening and closing the
building.
I think that we begin on what the mission is. If the mission is to re-open so we can gather together in a
building then keeping it open, despite risks would make sense.

But if the mission is to make disciples of all people and connect people to the hope and love of Christ,
then perhaps keeping it open until someone tells us we have to close, may be more harmful to the
mission than helpful.
Here are some things to consider over the next few months that Nieuhof suggests:
1. Being open may be more complicated than we think. Social distancing, masks, no singing, and
even banning talking in the lobby make regathering difficult. Also attendance may be so much
lower than we hope for making us wonder if keeping things open should be weighed against our
time and energy.and cost. It is the combination of being open, all the risks, and having so few come
that makes this so hard.
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Hospitals are no longer allowed to
contact Churches to let us know that a
Church member is there (because of
HIPAA). If you know of a member that
has been in or admitted to a
hospital, would you please
let the Church Office know?
Thanks!

We appreciate you keeping
current with your annual
giving commitment!
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No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s journey...
you are welcome here

Continued from page 1

2. It’s important to weigh out the time and energy that will be needed to do in-person and on-line
services. We will likely have to do both for an indefinite time. Actually, we know the advantages
and disadvantages by now of the online presence. We are probably willing to admit we need both.
3. Missions are eternal, but methods are not. The first thing to break in a crisis is the method. We
did that. And now it’s important to keep virtual worship on board for a long time so that we are
flexible and the mission is always in front of us.
4. The church has never been a building, so don’t overfocus on it. Don’t misunderstand this. The
gathering of ourselves is not to be abandoned.Paul emphasises this in Hebrews 10:25 “not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more
as you see the Day approaching” But Christians can gather anywhere. In homes, in the park, in
neighborhoods and at the lake. We can gather in ways that don’t break the rules given to us. We
are free to do that. It would take some creativity to gather in homes or at the park, but as in the
early church, I believe we could come out stronger and better.
5. Finally, the world is watching us. No pressure, but it’s true. They are watching how we act, how
we respond, how we love deeply, how do we witness to the community and how we will offer
hope? They are watching to see if we walk our talk in these very difficult days. Love goes a long
way to help people come together. How will we love others and come to them in new ways?
I pray for all this to be over, but we are still in the middle of it. I pray for God to open our spiritual and
literal doors wide as we sing “It is well with my soul”. So I want to leave you with these beautiful
words in my last newsletter to you:
When peace like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say
It is well, it is well, with my soul
It is well
With my soul
It is well, it is well with my soul
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul
It is well (it is well)
With my soul (with my soul)
It is well, it is well with my soul
My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, o my soul
It is well (it is well)
With my soul (with my soul)
It is well, it is well with my soul
It is well (it is well)
With my soul (with my soul)
In Christ’s love,
Pastor Donna
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Phasing Forward Survey
Dear members,
The Phasing Forward Team has been diligently meeting and planning the ways to re-open the
Church Building in the near future. We need your input.
In the initial phases of re-opening we are only allowed to have a limited number of members in
the building. We are taking a survey to ask:
When the building re-opens would you like to attend “in-person”?
Before you answer please take a few minutes to prayerfully reflect. Things are not going to be
how they used to be and worship is going to look vastly different. Services will continue to be
live-streamed to Facebook.
Here is what you can expect how in-person worship will look:
In the initial stages only 15-20 members will be allowed in the building. Masks must be
worn at all times in the building. Sanitizer will be provided upon entry.
Worship will be taking place in Kelsey Hall. Kelsey Hall will be marked off into “pods”
that are socially distanced 6 feet apart.
We will be asking members to arrive by 9:30am and to remain in their vehicles until
instructed one car at time to enter. Once in the building members will be screened and
temperatures taken. Members will be directed to where they should sit and should
remain in their assigned area once they get there.
The worship service will be approximately 30 minutes with only Pastor Donna speaking
and Pete playing instrumental music on the piano. Singing is not allowed at this time
and there will be no member responses to liturgy. Prayer Requests will be gathered via
email prior to the service.
Upon close of the service we will ask all members to stay seated until directed to return
to your car, one vehicle at a time.
If you need to use the restroom we will have the Family Restroom available. Only one
member at a time will be allowed in the hall to the restroom.
Please let us know by return response if you would like to be on the list of members to return
to in-person worship. You can respond via email at churchoffice@uccplainville.org or you can
leave a message with the Church Office at 860-747-1901.
If you have any questions, please reach out to a member of the Phasing Forward Team.
Thank you.
Pastor Donna, Kaara Koplowitz, Chris & Shelley Johnson, Nancy Landini,
Jason Zakrzewski and Teresa Talarico
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CELEBRATIONS
Happy Birthday to:
Stephanie Mailhot (7/2), Jasmine Ryan (7/4), Sherri Ryan (7/10),
Lucien Coté (7/11), Kiley Mazurek (7/11),
Ron McClellan (7/12), John Borry (7/14), Hailey Calder (7/14),
Brian Borry (7/17), Pauline Mowry (7/18),
Sarah Larsen (7/19), Russell Drachenberg (7/26),
Marilyn Borry (7/27), Avante Ryan (7/27), Frances Rose (7/29),
Pamela Thomas (7/29), Cheryl Cone (7/30)

Happy Anniversary to:
Nicole & Steven Guglietta (7/5)
Pauline & Richard Mowry (7/14)
Joanna & Steven Vastola (7/16)
Pamela & William Thomas (7/19)
Tabitha & Justin Manafort Sr. ( 7/20)
Beverly & Herve Letendre (7/26)
Sherri & David Ryan (7/26)

MILESTONES & HIGHPOINTS
New Members
Reactivated
Transfers
Deaths
Baptisms
Births
Weddings

None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
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Notices & Information
C.C.P. Facebook Live Events
This Week via Facebook
•

Wednesday ~ 7p.m. ~ Church Prayer Night
Sharing a devotional and prayers for strength and peace.

•

Sunday Service ~ 10 a.m.

We may be physically apart but never spiritually apart! We look forward to seeing you there.

Lawn Care Volunteers Needed
Lawn mowing volunteers are needed. We are looking for
volunteers to start mowing the lawn beginning next week.
If you are able to help out or if you have questions, please
contact Jason Zakrzewski.

Thank you!

Dear Friends and Members,
If you haven't already, please take this opportunity to follow our social media accounts or bookmark our
webpage to get the most up-to-date information regarding The Congregational Church of Plainville. We
will be posting updates, inspirational messages, live streaming Sunday service and more to all these
accounts.

Webpage: uccplainville.org
Facebook: @uccplainville
Instagram: @CCP.UCC
YouTube: shorturl.at/jJKR3
We will also be sending out emails with updated information in the coming weeks. Please make sure that
the office has your most current email.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Church Office via phone at 860-747-1901 or via
email at churchoffice@ucccplainville.org. Thank you.
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Community Service Project
Hello Church Family,
I have started my Eagle Scout Project for the church. My project consists of building a walkway made
with landscaping timber and mulch to connect the parking lot to the sidewalk, so the kids from
Plainville Early Learning Center can get to their playground easier and not have to walk on a dirt
path. Also, we will be landscaping a reflection space with a tree and some plants.
I have started fundraising for my project and am asking my fellow church members to help me reach
my goal of $400. Donations will be used to pay for landscaping materials as well as shrubs, plants and
trees. Any remaining money will be donated to the Church. I have set up a go fund me page (link
below) and will also accept direct donations that can be mailed to:
Curtis Johnson
69 Rockwell Avenue
Plainville, CT 06062
Sincerely,
Curtis Johnson
GoFundMe Link: https://www.gofundme.com/f/curtis-johnson-eagle-scout-project
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Needs In Our Community...
Plainville Community Food Pantry
As you may be aware the help of the Food Pantries across the country are greater
than ever. Here in our community the Plainville Community Food Pantry is in need
of donations. They are looking for any CASH donations that you may be able to
make. If you would like to donate a gift card, the pantry has requested cards to Stop
& Shop.
If you are able to make a contribution please send a check to The Planville
munity Food Pantry at 54 South Canal Street, Plainville, CT 06062.

Com-

If you have any questions for the food pantry or are in need of help please contact
them at (860) 747-1919.

The Friendship Center
The Friendship Center has a couple of needs at this time. Below are two requests from Rev.
Suzy on behalf of The Friendship Center. If you are able to help with either of these
requests please contact the Church Office. Thank you.
Linens & Towels
Donations of gently used, clean bath towels, wash cloths, and twin sheets for the Friendship Center
shelter
Due to covid 19, we are sanitizing a lot more which is hard on cloth. In addition, we are moving out people
very quickly with funds that are available right now trying to depopulate. People often take the towels and
sheets with them, especially right now when everything is happening quickly. If anyone has any gently
used, clean bath towels, wash cloths, and twin sheets for the shelter, it would VERY helpful.
Phones:
Do you have any smartphones you are no longer using?
The state’s free phone program for low income people has become a free service program, that requires a
smartphone to be provided by the person. We still have quite a few people who are the most vulnerable,
some living in the woods and cars, who do not have phones. If anyone donates a phone, they should make
sure they wipe it first. Our outreach workers are continuing to stay in contact but with physical distancing,
it is difficult. We have the charging issue solved, we just do not have the phones.
Face Masks:
The Friendship Center could DEFINITELY use more masks!
Though we have trouble getting disposable or N95 masks, we have collected sewn masks. However, 20ish
staff still working with clients and coordinating (thus at risk) plus approximately 250 clients in our shelter,
on the streets, and in our supportive housing program, the need seems to be endless with the new order to
use a mask. And, that doesn’t even count our soup kitchen clients who are asking for masks. Our goal is 2
per person.
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Message from Silver Lake
Silver Lake At Home is almost here, and there are so many ways to
participate!

1. Order the Silver Lake At Home Box
select the Silver Lake At Home category
Each box ($30) will have supplies for one camper and activities
designed to inspire the entire family.
Order by TOMORROW, June 26, to receive your box(es) in
time for the start of Week 1 on July 6.
Orders can still be placed after June 26, but we cannot guarantee
delivery in time for Week 1.
2. Register for a Cabin Group
Cabin groups will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays, July 7-30.
Indicate which time slot is best for you when you register: 10 a.m.;
11 a.m.; 2 p.m.; 3 p.m. We will do our best to honor your first
choice.
The last day to register for a Cabin Group is Monday, June 29.
Cabin groups are intended to create friendships and community; please make every attempt to attend all the
meetings.
A $10 registration fee is required to join a cabin group.
3. Register for a 1-week High School Program
open to anyone in grades 9-12
JuST (Justice & Service Training) Camp: July 13-17
With a combination of short online check-ins, self-guided inquiry, engaging personal adventures, and a little
taste of camp fun, we’ll discover new ways we can answer the biblical call to co-create a more loving world
even from a distance.
Registration ends Monday, July 6. A $10 registration fee is required
Reel to Real: July 20-24
Create videos exploring your current reality, feelings, and concerns. Explore social issues while learning
technical aspects about telling stories on video. Learn more about God, your neighbor, and yourself through
the lens of a camera.
This conference will meet via Zoom at 7 p.m. on July 20, 22, and 24. Conferees will need to have access
to a device that can record video. A list of suggested free video editing apps will be provided.
Registration ends Monday, July 13. A $10 registration fee is required
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Message from The Finance Committee
Financial Update to the Congregation through May 2020
Month

Income

Expenses

Variance

January

$ 41,043.95

$ 22,597.12

$ 18,446.83

February

$ 12, 445.04

$ 18, 141.09

$ 5,696.05

March

$ 14,281.37

$ 23,336.70

$ 9,055.33

April

$ 15,419.75

$ 17,363.11

$ 1,943.36

May

$ 16,617.27

$ 10,854.23

$ 5,763.04

$ 99,807.38

$ 92,302.38

$ 7,505.00

June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Pledges

MAY 20
Total

2020 YTD
Total

$ 9,445.00

$36,337.00
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20 YTD Budget
38,616.77

20 Budget
$ 91,276.00

%
40%

In Our Prayers

In our Prayers, we remember:
Cheryl Letendre (Herve & Bev Letendre’s sister-in-law), Kristin (Russ & Diana
Dranchenberg’s friend), Irene Boiczyk (Ruthe Boiczyk’s mother-in-law), Carol
(Lynette Susco’s friend), Wilma Pershken, Cohen/Miller Family (Kaara
Koplowitz’s friend), Al Muller, Lauwrina and Dave Byrne (Robin Anderson's
friends), First Church UCC, Charlene Archambault, John Borry, John
Dombroski, Cliff Carlson, Charlotte Karabin, Gordon McCann, Tommy Mc
Cormack, Leslie Urbanski, and the families and friends of: Ann Cox (Carl &
Ellen Binder’s daughter-in-law’s mother), Joe Forte (Carl & Ellen Binder’s
friend), Susan Low Sena (Lynette Susco’s friend), Joan Dante, Fritz
Messerschmidt (Deanna Hoxie’s father), Ron Collins, Vivian Drachenberg
(Russ Drachenberg’s aunt), Corey La Barrie, Nancy Aborn (Bobbie & Norm
Turcotte's good "sister friend"), Ora B. Harris (Pamela Harris’s mother),
Norman Letendre (Herve Letendre’s brother), as well as members and
friends serving in the military: Beth Smith, Mark Joseloff, Adam Smith,
Spencer Pelletier, Renny Astolfi Sr., James Palmer, Mark Terrill, Ryan Steikers,
Shawn Ellis & Quinn Coughlin.
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