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From the Pastor’s Pen
Dear Friends,
There is this thing called retention. When it comes to retaining our young people, the Congregationalist
-UCC tradition is very poor. According to a huge survey on religion in America from a few years ago,
only 70% at most remain Congregationalists or UCC into their adulthood. We are turning our children
away somehow, hindering them from coming to the Jesus we know and love.
How, is the question. What are we as a denomination doing or not doing unconsciously – and I
highlight unconsciously – that influence our children to leave the UCC when they become adults?
To answer that, we ought to do a deeper dive into the numbers. So, according to Pew Research’s
Religious Landscape Study from 2015, Congregationalists, which is predominately UCC, see 31% of
their kids continue to identify with the denomination they were brought up in. So, 31% continue as
UCCers. 36% join other Christian denominations, 6% join another religion altogether, and 28%
become unaffiliated. Congregationalists are at the very bottom when it comes to retention. At the top?
At the top of the retention rate list are non-Christian traditions, namely Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism.
First is Hinduism with 80% remaining Hindu into adulthood. Then there is Islam and Judaism, at 77%
and 75% respectively remaining Muslim and Jewish. The Christian group that does the best when it
comes to retaining their youth is the Black Protestant church with 70% remaining apart of that tradition
into adulthood. The Evangelical tradition follows with 65% remaining Evangelical into adulthood.
Catholics retain 59% of their youth. And mainline Protestantism, just 45%.
So, the UCC problem with retention is a mainline Protestant problem. Compared to non-Christian
traditions, Evangelical traditions and the Catholic tradition, mainline churches do much worse when it
comes to retaining their kids. And among mainline churches, the UCC does the worst of all with 31%
of young people continuing as UCC into adulthood.
Here are my thoughts in the how and why we do so poorly as a denomination. And let me just say here
that this is not a personal thing. I am not personal critiquing anyone here. Lord knows how we as
parents struggle and fail. Nor do I want anyone to feel any kind of guilt. No "shoulda-coulda-wouldas."
Regret is wasted energy. All we can do is start where we are and seek to improve. That’s it.
Let me also say that the Christian Education program here at CCP is top-notch. Nicole, Rex, and
Cheryl do a wonderful job. CE is not, let me repeat, not the problem. It just isn’t enough! Nor is
confirmation.
continued on page 3
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The Congregational Church of Plainville,
United Church of Christ
Gathered in 1840
130 West Main St. Plainville, CT 06062
860-747-1901
Website: www.uccplainville.org
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Thursday
9:00 am — 1:00 pm
WORSHIP SERVICES
SUNDAY SERVICES are Live Streamed
via Facebook at @uccplainville
Sunday
10:00 a.m.
Sunday Service
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Theology Book Club

STAFF

Hospitals are no longer allowed to
contact Churches to let us know that a
Church member is there (because of
HIPAA). If you know of a member that
has been in or admitted to a
hospital, would you please
let the Church Office know?
Thanks!

We appreciate you keeping
current with your annual
giving commitment!
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Senior Minister
The Reverend Don Erickson
Email: revdon@uccplainville.org
Church Administrator
Teresa Talarico
E-mail: churchoffice@uccplainville.org

No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s journey...
you are welcome here.

continued from page 1
That said, I give some thoughts about some things our denomination and our collective body might do
to improve our retention rate.
When considering those that do better in retaining their young, these seem to be the common
denominator:
1.)

personal, applicable connection to one’s live between Monday and Sunday.

For the non-Christian religions I mentioned, this personal connection is seen in the daily devotional
practices that Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism require. Hinduism, for example, requires daily worship
practice called puja as well as frequent religious festivals through the year. Islam, five times daily
prayer. Judaism, regular prayer and a kosher diet.
In the Black church and the Evangelical traditions, the personal connection is a bit different but just as
pervasive in one’s life. The personal connection to one’s life comes in the form of a personal
relationship with Jesus that is a daily thing. “A daily walk with Jesus,” is what is often called, and this
daily walk in turn influences regular spiritual practices such as Bible study, prayer time, and attending
multiple church services throughout the week. That personal connection to Jesus is key. It is a heart
thing, a relationship that is focused on and fostered.
2.)

a deep sense of community experienced throughout the week

Whether a Hindu or a Black Christian, community is central. In these spiritual communities, folks not
only worship together, but they eat together, celebrate together, and simply come together throughout
the week. As a communities, these religious groups are more like a close cousin to kids than distant
uncle or aunt.
So, a personal connection to divinity, in our case to Jesus, and devotional practices throughout the
week, and coming together in community as much as possible with fellow sojourners – this, I would
say, correlates to retaining young people.
In other words, a more than just Sunday morning approach to the spiritual life that includes a deep
sense of community, this seems to enhance young people wanting to remain in the faith.
So, as I come to a close, what are some things we can do to enhance a deeper connection to Jesus? Is
there a regular spiritual practice done throughout the week we can gather around here at Plainville
Congregational? And lastly what can we do to enhance a deep sense of community throughout the
week?
These are some of the questions I am asking myself. I am asking knowing as a parent I am far, far from
having it figured out.
Jesus said to his disciples, do not hinder the young from coming to me. Let them come and sit with me
and be blessed. And Jesus embraced their presence and their personhood, and they experienced
connection to the divine. They experienced some kind of spiritual transformation. They experienced
community with Jesus and his people. And I’d like to think those young people who shared that
moment with Jesus became part of the Jesus movement that we call the church.
That is what we are aiming for still. Let us make it so in the ways we can.
Rev. Don
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CELEBRATIONS
Happy Birthday to:
Pam Christiansen (10/1), Samantha Manafort (10/6),
Jake Mazurek (10/8), Laura Schaefer (10/13),
Antonietta Vastola (10/13), Norm Turcotte (10/17),
Jason Guglietta (10/19), Jackson Anderson (10/22),
Beth Fraychak (10/23), Frank Hoxie (10/24),
Parker Fraychak (10/29), Albert Seeds (10/30)

Happy Anniversary to:
Kaara Koplowitz & Sarah Larsen (10/6)
Francesca Heap & Alan Conklin (10/12)
Cheryl & Rex Cone (10/20)
Lynette & Renny Astolfi (10/25)

MILESTONES & HIGHPOINTS
New Members
Reactivated
Transfers
Deaths
Baptisms
Births
Weddings

None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
Everett Samuel Small
None reported
None reported
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Notices & Information
WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Sunday

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
(C.C.P.)
~ In-Person Worship will be Live-Streamed via Facebook ~

Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Theology Book Club

(C.C.P.)

MONTHLY OFFERING
October 9, 2021
11:00 a.m. Bagel Church

(C.C.P.)

In the wake of 9/11, I'd often make the trek on weekends from NYC to my dad's place in Kinderhook,
NY. We were both asking big questions about our faiths, about belonging (or not) in our church
communities, and next steps when it came to these things. On Sundays, instead of going to a
traditional church, we'd go to a bagel shop there in Kinderhook center, get a bagel and a coffee and
just talk. These are some of my greatest memories of my dad who passed away last year. We'd joke
and say, we're going to "Bagel Church." In many ways, our society is in the same place my father and
I were back in 2001-2002. We are collectively looking for a community where we feel belonging
despite our questions and our doubt. So "bagel church" might be just what we need! So, join us! There
will be bagels, of course, great coffee, an open mic for music, poetry, readings, etc. and meaningful
discussion. This will be great for especially young people! (By the way, I once called this gathering
"Grace & Wonder," but am renaming it to "Bagel Church," inspired by me and my dad's time of
spiritual bonding over a bagel and a coffee.) To RSVP, please go to our Facebook event page.
Rev. Don
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Notices & Information
The Choir has returned and will be rehearsing on
Thursdays at 7:15 PM.
All are welcome— and feel free to bring a friend!
Masks (medical grade) will be required; the church can
provide those if needed. I will have a number of solutions
such as 3-D mask and mask frames available for you to try so you can find the
most comfortable choice for you to sing in.
If you would like to join the choir, please feel to join us for our next rehearsal this
coming Thursday.
Jackie

All-Church Fall Cleanup
The All-Church Fall Cleanup will be held on Saturday,
October 30th. We will be concentrating on inside cleaning.
If you have two hands and like to see things sparkle, we need
your help! We will start about 9:00 a.m., and finish sometime
around noon. If you can come for any length of time to help,
we will find something for you to do.
As the saying goes, “Many hands make light work”.
Thank you in advance, Your Trustee Committee
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Notices & Information

Leadership and Committee Members Needed!!
Leadership Roles and Committee Participation are vital to the life of C.C.P. Coming up in
January of 2022 we will have vacancies in some key roles and we need YOU!
Please take a moment to read the openings that we are looking to fill:
Leadership vacancies: Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Treasurer
Committees looking to add members: Diaconate, Finance, Personnel, Trustees
Committees looking to re-form: Evangelism & Church Growth, Music
Delegates Needed: Farmington Valley Association, Southern New England UCC

Please take a moment to prayerfully consider how you can serve on a committee or in a
leadership position. We need you to help us make C.C.P. the best it can be and to carry
on the missions of our Church Life.
We would like to thank all the people in leadership roles and who have served on committees that have devoted countless hours to helping our church grow. For your contributions we will always be grateful
If you have questions on what is required of the position you are interested in, please feel
free to contact Rev. Don, Kaara, Teresa or someone currently serving on a committee.
Thank you in advance for your consideration.
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Message from The Finance Committee
Financial Update to the Congregation through August 2021
Month

Income

Expenses

Variance

January

$49,628.72

$26,894.83

$22,733.89

February

$12,770.80

$22,480.68

($9,709.88)

March

$12,470.43

$19,941.41

($7,470.98)

April

$24,893.79

$16,779.74

$8,114.05

May

$17, 483.28

$15,211.11

$2,262.17

June

$10,133.18

$21,452.26

($11, 319.08)

July

$17,865.01

$13,855.20

$4,009.81

August

$17,620.54

$18,406.33

($785.79)

$162,865.75

$155,469.90

$7,395.85

September
October
November
December

Pledges

AUG 21
Total
$ 6,461.01

2021 YTD
Total
$ 55,382.08
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21 YTD Budget
$ 59,109.23

21 Budget
$ 85,380.00

%
65%

Mission Social Action News

Neighbors in Need
October 3, 2021
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Faith Formation News & Events
We will have a Confirmation class with 4 students beginning in October. Rev. Don will be
leading it and is really looking forward to it.
We will be using a new curriculum that looks
wonderful. It has a cool title, too. It is called
Confirm Not Conform. The name says a lot.
We don't want our kids to conform to a forced
-fed faith. We want them to ponder themselves
the Christian faith and the United Church of
Christ freely and deeply, without giving them rote and memorized answers. This curriculum
does that.
If you'd like to read more about Confirm Not Conform, here is a link to their website:
www.confirmnotconform.com
Lastly, if you know of a young person and/ or parents of a young person entering the 9th
grade or a bit older, please let them know about the class. The more, the merrier! It should be
a fun and spiritually rewarding class.

Silver Lake
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In Our Community
The Plainville Community Food Pantry has served the town of Plainville
for decades, providing not only food assistance, but also clothing, heating
assistance through the Fuel Bank, and referrals to crisis intervention
services. It has been a lifeline for many. The pandemic has strained its
resources, and strained its staff as well, as the work of volunteers had to be
curtailed.
We can all help. Consider writing a check. Add the Food Pantry to your
weekly shopping list…it will quickly become a habit.
The Food Pantry basket is back in the Narthex ready to accept donations of
food and other non-perishable items.
If you would prefer to make a financial contribution please send a check to The Plainville
Community Food Pantry at 54 South Canal Street, Plainville, CT 06062.
If you have any questions for the food pantry or are in need of help please contact them at
(860) 747-1919.
Thank you.

In Our Prayers
In our Prayers, we remember:
Ellen Muccino (Dave Mazurek’s sister), Emily Christiansen, Lisa Torres (Pam Christiansen’s
friend), Bobbi & Norm Turcottte, Brock (Marilyn Borry’s grandson), Yvonne Gerardi,
Students & Educators, Healthcare Workers, Essential Workers, Charlene Archambault,
Marilyn Borry, Cliff Carlson, John Dombroski, Sandy Dombroski, Ronnie Greco, Charlotte
Karabin, Tommy McCormack, Leslie Urbanski

The families and friends of: Martin Grabeck, Sr., Ron McClellan, Gloria Prelli (Raegan
Armata-Wazorko’s friend), John Borry, Andrew Nowak (Beth Fraychak’s brother-in-law)
Members and friends serving in the military: Renny Astolfi Sr., Thomas Heslin, Beth
Smith, Mark Joseloff, Adam Smith, Spencer Pelletier, James Palmer, Mark Terrill, Ryan
Steikers, Shawn Ellis
For peace, wisdom, and compassion in our communities, state, nation, and world and in the
leaders therein.
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