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The STEEPLE
The Congregational Church of Plainville serves the community
in the Spirit of Christ

November 2021
From the Pastor’s Pen
Hi Friends,
There is a poem that I love, one that every autumn comes to mind. As we put away
another election season, and note how nothing is permanent here on our beautiful
blue marble of earth, that poem feels especially prescient this morning. Seasons
come and go. Government leadership and leaders do, too – at least this is true in a
democracy.
The only constant is the reality of a loving God and that God’s loving presence in
Christ, in ourselves, and in the Church. It helps to know that come what may,
something and someone never leaves us nor forsakes us. Maybe it is this truth, and
our faith and profound practice of that truth, that is most needed in this world.
So here is the poem “Autumn” by the wonderful poet Rainier Maria Rilke:
The leaves fall, fall as from far,
Like distant gardens withered in the heavens;
They fall with slow and lingering descent.
And in the nights the heavy Earth, too, falls
From out the stars into the Solitude.
Thus all doth fall. This hand of mine must fall
And lo! the other one:—it is the law.
But there is One who holds this falling
Infinitely softly in His hands.
As the days grow colder and the mornings become more and more familiar with frost,
I pray amid the reality of constant change, you will sense in your spirits that beautiful
and powerful constant of all constants: God abides with us and within us continually
and everlastingly.
Amen.
Peace to You and Yours,
Rev. Don
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The Congregational Church of Plainville,
United Church of Christ
Gathered in 1840
130 West Main St. Plainville, CT 06062
860-747-1901
Website: www.uccplainville.org
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Thursday
9:00 am — 1:00 pm
WORSHIP SERVICES
SUNDAY SERVICES are Live Streamed
via Facebook at @uccplainville
Sunday
10:00 a.m.
Sunday Service
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Theology Book Club

STAFF

Hospitals are no longer allowed to
contact Churches to let us know that a
Church member is there (because of
HIPAA). If you know of a member that
has been in or admitted to a
hospital, would you please
let the Church Office know?
Thanks!

We appreciate you keeping
current with your annual
giving commitment!
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Senior Minister
The Reverend Don Erickson
Email: revdon@uccplainville.org
Church Administrator
Teresa Talarico
E-mail: churchoffice@uccplainville.org

No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s journey...
you are welcome here.

CELEBRATIONS
Happy Birthday to:
Happy Birthday to:
Deanna Hoxie (11/3), Claranne Parker (11/3),
Marianne Wright (11/4), Sue Piercy (11/6)
Brooke Fraychak (11/11), Ruthe Boiczyk (11/13),
Justin Manafort, Sr. (11/14), Bert Michaud (11/15),
Melissa Zareck (11/26), Ann Campbell (11/30),
David Mazurek (11/30)

Happy Anniversary to:
Linda & Al Valeri (11/4)
Melissa & Benjamin Zareck (11/4)
Ruth & Albert Seeds (11/21)
Karen & Kenneth Hodge (11/23)

MILESTONES & HIGHPOINTS
New Members
Reactivated
Transfers
Deaths
Baptisms
Births
Weddings

None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported

3

Notices & Information
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Notices & Information

Leadership and Committee Members Needed!!
Leadership Roles and Committee Participation are vital to the life of C.C.P. Coming up in
January of 2022 we will have vacancies in some key roles and we need YOU!
Please take a moment to read the openings that we are looking to fill:
Leadership vacancies: Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Treasurer
Committees looking to add members: Diaconate, Finance, Personnel, Trustees
Committees looking to re-form: Evangelism & Church Growth, Music
Delegates Needed: Farmington Valley Association, Southern New England UCC

Please take a moment to prayerfully consider how you can serve on a committee or in a
leadership position. We need you to help us make C.C.P. the best it can be and to carry
on the missions of our Church Life.
We would like to thank all the people in leadership roles and who have served on committees that have devoted countless hours to helping our church grow. For your contributions we will always be grateful
If you have questions on what is required of the position you are interested in, please feel
free to contact Rev. Don, Kaara, Teresa or someone currently serving on a committee.
Thank you in advance for your consideration.
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C.C.P. Schedule of Events
WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Sunday ~
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
~ In-person Worship will be broadcast live via Facebook~
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Theology Book Club
Thursday
7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Please join Rev. Don on November 11th at
6pm in the C.C.P. Library as he examines
the state of religion and churches in our
post-Covid world. The presentation will take
a look at the latest research and discussions
on the matter.
Please take a moment to RSVP to this event
if you are interested in joining us. You can
contact the Church Office to RSVP via email
at churchoffice@uccplainville.org or call
860-747-1901.

Movie Night!
Friday
November 12th
7 p.m.
Kelsey Hall
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C.C.P. Schedule of Events

FAMILY
GAME NIGHT!
Friday
November 19th
6– 8 p.m.
Organized by Christian Education
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Message from The Finance Committee
Financial Update to the Congregation through September 2021
Month

Income

Expenses

Variance

January

$49,628.72

$26,894.83

$22,733.89

February

$12,770.80

$22,480.68

($9,709.88)

March

$12,470.43

$19,941.41

($7,470.98)

April

$24,893.79

$16,779.74

$8,114.05

May

$17, 483.28

$15,211.11

$2,262.17

June

$10,133.18

$21,452.26

($11, 319.08)

July

$17,865.01

$13,855.20

$4,009.81

August

$17,620.54

$18,406.33

($785.79)

September

$ 9,460.71

$23,830.27

($14,369.56)

$172,326.46

$179,200.16

($6,873.70)

October
November
December

Pledges

SEP 21
Total
$ 5,442.01

2021 YTD
Total
$ 60,824.09
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21 YTD Budget
$ 65,676.92

21 Budget
$ 85,380.00

%
71%

Faith Formation News & Events
Confirmation class is starting November 7th,
after service.
We will be using a new curriculum that looks
wonderful. It has a cool title, too. It is called
Confirm Not Conform. The name says a lot.
We don't want our kids to conform to a forced-fed faith. We want them to ponder themselves
the Christian faith and the United Church of Christ freely and deeply, without giving them
rote and memorized answers. This curriculum does that.
If you'd like to read more about Confirm Not Conform, here is a link to their website:
www.confirmnotconform.com
Lastly, if you know of a young person and/ or parents of a young person entering the 9th grade
or a bit older, please let them know about the class. The more, the merrier! It should be a fun
and spiritually rewarding class.

Mission Social Action News
Once again this year the Mission Social Action
Committee, with the assistance of Herve Letendre,
will hold a collection of new socks for the
Friendship Center in New Britain. The Socks will
be given to homeless individuals by the out reach
workers form the center.
We are looking to reach or exceed our donation of
200 pairs of socks from last year!
The collection bin is in the Narthex. We will conclude our collection Sunday November 21st.
Thank you.
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In Our Community
The Plainville Community Food Pantry has served the town of Plainville
for decades, providing not only food assistance, but also clothing, heating
assistance through the Fuel Bank, and referrals to crisis intervention
services. It has been a lifeline for many. The pandemic has strained its
resources, and strained its staff as well, as the work of volunteers had to be
curtailed.
We can all help. Consider writing a check. Add the Food Pantry to your
weekly shopping list…it will quickly become a habit.
The Food Pantry basket is back in the Narthex ready to accept donations of
food and other non-perishable items.
If you would prefer to make a financial contribution please send a check to The Plainville
Community Food Pantry at 54 South Canal Street, Plainville, CT 06062.
If you have any questions for the food pantry or are in need of help please contact them at
(860) 747-1919.
Thank you.

In Our Prayers
In our Prayers, we remember:
Martha (Russ Drachenberg’s cousin), Annalise (Jackie Harris-Stone’s friend’s daughter),
Jason Guglietta, Paul Hawes (Sue Piercy’s brother), Brian Gorneault (Sandy Dombrowski’s
son), Amanda, Ellen Muccino (Dave Mazurek’s sister), Students & Educators, Healthcare
Workers, Essential Workers, Charlene Archambault, Marilyn Borry, Cliff Carlson, John
Dombroski, Sandy Dombroski, Ronnie Greco, Charlotte Karabin, Tommy McCormack,
Bobbi & Norm Turcottte, Leslie Urbanski
The families and friends of: Chuck Hoover (Mariann Wright’s friend), Nancy Merrow,
Martin Grabeck, Sr., Gloria Prelli (Raegan Armata-Wazorko’s friend)
Members and friends serving in the military: Renny Astolfi Sr., Thomas Heslin, Beth
Smith, Mark Joseloff, Adam Smith, Spencer Pelletier, James Palmer, Mark Terrill, Ryan
Steikers, Shawn Ellis
For peace, wisdom, and compassion in our communities, state, nation, and world and in the
leaders therein.
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