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January 2022
From the Pastor’s Pen
It sometimes seems to me that I do too much talking in my role as your pastor. I am a
rather quiet person. I am an introvert in a job that requires a great deal of extroversion.
Still, I worry that as with most things, hearing one person do all the talking gets old
quick.
So, for this Steeple column, I am going to let someone else do the talking! Here is a
powerful new year's poem by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. He wrote it in 1944 while in prison
for resisting Nazi rule. His times were trying for another reason, but trying times hold
similarities across the board. So amid our trying times, may this poem provide some
respite.
“BY KINDLY POWERS”
(Trans. T. Boerger)

By kindly pow’rs encircled, silent and true,
So gloriously guarded and wondrously cheered,
I long to live these fleeting days beside you,
And journey with you into a new year.

So warm and bright may now the candles glow,
Which You have brought into our deepest night.
Lead us, if it may be, back to each other;
We know that in the darkness shines Your Light.
And when the silence deep spreads all around
us,

Still would the past our hearts torment and
harry;
Still crushed are we by weight of bitter days.
Oh, Lord, please pour into our startled souls
The endless life for which You have us made.

Then let us hear those swelling tunes begin
From world unseen which all about us widens
As all Your children raise their highest hymns.

And should You proffer us the heavy cup
Of bitter grief, filled up unto the brim,
In thanks we take it without any trembling,
Received as from Your good and dearest hand.

By kindly powers wonderfully harbored,
We boldly live in hope, so come what may;
For God is near in evening and in morning,
And surely He is with us each new day.

But should You give us once again Your joy
Upon this world and in the bright sun’s light,
Then we will contemplate the former things
And back to You will render our whole life.
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The Congregational Church of Plainville,
United Church of Christ
Gathered in 1840
130 West Main St. Plainville, CT 06062
860-747-1901
Website: www.uccplainville.org
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Thursday
9:00 am — 1:00 pm
WORSHIP SERVICES
SUNDAY SERVICES are Live Streamed
via Facebook at @uccplainville
Sunday
10:00 a.m.
Sunday Service
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Theology Book Club

STAFF

Hospitals are no longer allowed to
contact Churches to let us know that a
Church member is there (because of
HIPAA). If you know of a member that
has been in or admitted to a
hospital, would you please
let the Church Office know?
Thanks!

We appreciate you keeping
current with your annual
giving commitment!
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Senior Minister
The Reverend Don Erickson
Email: revdon@uccplainville.org
Church Administrator
Teresa Talarico
E-mail: churchoffice@uccplainville.org

No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s journey...
you are welcome here.

CELEBRATIONS
Happy Birthday to:
Robin Anderson (1/3), Lila Cassinari (1/3),
Carol Peterson (1/6), Charlene Archambault (1/8),
Wilma Pershken (1/17), Thom Stilwill (1/17),
Nathan Zareck (1/24), Diana Drachenberg (1/25),
Matthew Simone (1/26), Kate Swets (1/28),

Happy Anniversary to:
David & Bonnie Mazurek (1/28)

MILESTONES & HIGHPOINTS
New Members
Reactivated
Transfers
Deaths
Baptisms
Births
Weddings

None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported
None reported

3

C.C.P. Schedule of Events
WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Sunday
9:45 a.m. Hymn-Listen
~ Join us as we listen to pre-recorded hymns from the Pilgrim Hymnal and
prepare ourselves for Worship ~

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
~ In-person worship will be Live-Streamed via Facebook ~

Please Note:
With the Covid variant Omicron surging and leading to the largest increase of cases in the
Pandemic, we've decided through January at least to enact some changes to Sunday services:
•
•
•
•
•

No Choir
No Coffee Hour (fellowship available in courtyard where there is now a patio heater,
to-go coffee available in reception room near the office.)
Shorter services with less singing and vocalized readings
Spiritual Communion (Communion without the passing of elements so no taking off
masks to partake)
Continuing with no offertory (but donation box)

These items are in addition to masking, preferably with high-grade masks which are available
at church if needed.
Classes and Events scheduled for January such as Bagel Church, Theology Book Club and
The American Religious History class have been cancelled. Bagel Church and Theology Book
Club will resume in February at this time.
Please contact the Church Office if you have any questions.
Thank you.
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Notices & Information

5

Notices & Information
One of three cornerstones of Stewardship is the
gift of TIME.
With that in mind, we are looking for volunteers
to help out at C.C.P.!

Church Leadership & Committee Volunteers...

The Nominating Committee is completing the list of Church Leadership and
Committee Volunteers for 2022. We have MANY positions open and need your
help to make our church run smoothly. Please prayerfully consider joining one of
our wonderful committees and let the Church Office or any one from the
nominating committee know. Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Currently Serving on a Committee...

If you are currently serving on a committee and wish to come off please contact
the Church office by January 2nd. Thank you.
If you have any questions, please contact the Church Office.
Thank you.

2022 Offering Envelopes
If you requested offering envelopes for 2022, they are
located on the shelf in the entry hall. Please pick
them up at your convenience or contact the Church
Office to arrange a time to pick them up or to make
other arrangements.
You can either call the office at 860-747-1901 or
email at churchoffice@gmail.com. Thank you.
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Notices & Information
Thank You!
The Mission Social action Committee would
like to thank all of the church members and
friends for their support of the Sock Drive
for the Friendship Center, for the wish tree
gifts for the Covenant to Care for Children
social worker and for the Christmas Fund.
Thank you. ~ The MSAC Committee
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Message from The Finance Committee
Financial Update to the Congregation through November 2021
Month

Income

Expenses

Variance

January

$49,628.72

$26,763.58

$22,865.14

February

$12,770.80

$22,480.68

($9,709.88)

March

$12,470.43

$20,438.95

($7,968.52)

April

$24,893.79

$16,509.50

$8,384.29

May

$17,483.28

$14,431.58

$3,051.70

June

$10,133.18

$21,452.26

($11, 319.08)

July

$17,865.01

$13,464.03

$4,400.98

August

$17,620.54

$16,026.56

$1,593.98

September

$ 9,460.71

$23,830.27

($14,369.56)

October

$20,160.80

$15,149.93

$5,010.87

November

$13,429.08

$14,073.27

($644.19)

$205,916.34

$204,620.61

$1,295.73

December

Pledges

NOV 21
Total
$ 6,364.01

2021 YTD
Total
$ 76,212.11

21 YTD Budget
$ 78,812.31

21 Budget
$ 85,380.00

%
89%

Stewardship Message
It's not too late....If you haven't gotten your commitment cards in
yet please return them to the office! We can't do this without you!
After prayerfully considering what you can give, please complete
and return the Commitment Form and the EFT form, if you’re
using it, in the enclosed envelope and return to the Church.
Thank you.
The Stewardship Team
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In Our Community
Free Walk-In Covid-19 Vaccine Clinic at
Avon Congregational Church, 6 West Main St. Avon, CT.
Avon Congregational Church is partnering with the
Connecticut Department of Public Health to help reduce
barriers to vaccination across the state. The church will
host a free walk-in Covid-19 Vaccine Clinic on Monday,
January 10th & 31st from 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM.
No appointment needed.
Vaccine clinics will be staffed by Griffin Health. No ID
or insurance will be required. Clinics will offer the
choice of an mRNA vaccine (Pfizer or Moderna) and
J&J. Vaccines will be free to all.
Vaccines will be available for anyone 5 and older,
including a pediatric vaccination (Pfizer) for ages 5-11.
Those 5 - 17 years of age must have parent/guardian
consent. A COVID Vaccine Parental Consent Form is
available at https://portal.ct.gov/vaccine-portal/DPH-van-clinics webpage under 'Other resources'. Contact the
church office at secretary@avon-church.org to obtain a Covid Vaccine Intake Form, Pediatric Intake Form, or
Pre-Vaccination Screening Form ahead of time.
Anyone who is eligible for their first, second, or booster dose can be vaccinated.

The Plainville Community Food Pantry has served the town of Plainville
for decades, providing not only food assistance, but also clothing, heating
assistance through the Fuel Bank, and referrals to crisis intervention
services. It has been a lifeline for many. The pandemic has strained its
resources, and strained its staff as well, as the work of volunteers had to be
curtailed.
We can all help. Consider writing a check. Add the Food Pantry to your
weekly shopping list…it will quickly become a habit.

The Food Pantry basket is back in the Narthex ready to accept donations of food and other non
-perishable items.
If you would prefer to make a financial contribution please send a check to The Plainville
Community Food Pantry at 54 South Canal Street, Plainville, CT 06062.
If you have any questions for the food pantry or are in need of help please contact them at
(860) 747-1919.
Thank you.
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Silver Lake
Registration for summer camp opens
January 15!
Save $50 off all summer registrations
made in the month of January using code
EARLY22.

Learn more about summer camp at
Silver Lake, view the 2022 summer
brochure, and look through the
upcoming sessions at

https://www.silverlakect.org/summercamp

In Our Prayers
In our Prayers, we remember:
Cliff Carlson, Martha (Russ Drachenberg’s cousin), Gayle (Cheryl Cone’s
friend), Fran Rose, Suzanne Colley, Jay Piercy (Sue Piercy’s son), Dave,
Michael Letendre, Jordan & family (Curtis Johnson’s teammate), Students &
Educators, Healthcare Workers, Essential Workers, Charlene Archambault,
Marilyn Borry, Cliff Carlson, John Dombroski, Sandy Dombroski, Charlotte
Karabin, Gabriel Smykla, Bobbi & Norm Turcottte, Leslie Urbanski

The families and friends of: Betty Drumheller (Dave Ryan’s aunt), The
Oxford High shooting victims, Joan Litteral (Ed Boiczyk’s cousin),
Members and friends serving in the military: Renny Astolfi Sr., Thomas
Heslin, Beth Smith, Mark Joseloff, Adam Smith, Spencer Pelletier, James
Palmer, Mark Terrill, Ryan Steikers, Shawn Ellis
For peace, wisdom, and compassion in our communities, state, nation, and
world and in the leaders therein.
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